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ARTIEFCLE Xiil. 


AContrnvarion of the Life of 
Mr. de Fenelon, @c. 


Was forced, on account of fome Literary Arti- 

cles that were communicated to me from Italy, 
and which I was obliged to infert in the laft Repub- 
lick, to interrupt the Memoirs of the moft pious and 
learned Mr. de Fenelon, Archbifbop of Cambray: 
I now refume the Thread of bis Story. 


Tue high Favour the Archbifhop of Cam- 
bray was now in, feem’d-to promife ftill fome 
higher Advancement; but an unexpected Storm 
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arofe, which kept him for ever after at Diftance 
from the Court. To give a particular Detail of 
the Rife, Progrefs, and Completion of his Dif- 
grace, would be inconfiftent with the Brevity 
here intended; [ fhall content myfelf therefore 
- with obferving in genera], that it was principally 
owing, or at leaft pretended fo to be, to the in- 
timate Friendfhip he had contraéted with. a cele- 
brated myftic Lady, one Madam Guyon, whofe 
Theological Principles he publickly maintain’d, 
and whofe Character he defended with fuch Zcal 
and Refolution, that he drew upon his Head the 
Thunder of the Church. Amongtt the Prelates 
who oppos’d him, no one was a more violent An- 
tagonift, than his old Friend the Bifhop of Meaux. 
This religious Controverfy was carried on againft 
him with fuch Heat and Fury, that the King 
was prevail’d on at laft to confine the Archbifhop 
to his Diocefe, to deprive his Relations of their 
Employments, and to banifh his moft valuable 
Friends from Court. 

While Monfieur de Cambray was labouring un- 
der all thefe Difficulties, his Zelemachus appear’d 
an Print, tho’ againft his Inclinations, and thro’ 
the Treachery of one of his Domefticks. This 
inimitablePiece met with unparallel’dA pplaufe,and 
was no fooner publifhed, but tranflated into al- 
moft all the European Languages. His Enemies, 
however, made a Handle of it to prejudice the 
King again{ft him, who had juft before begun to 
recover a favourable Opinion of him, and to te- 
{tify fome Inclinations to reftore him. 

The Archbifhop, under all thefe Mortifications, 
banifh’d from Court, and confin’d to his Diocefe, 
enjoy’d there that true Peace and Tranquillity of 
Mind, which are the conftant Attendants on In- 
nocence and Virtuc. He had no other Ambition 
than 
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than that of making all who lived under his Ju- 
rifdi€tion, good and happy; and did not content 
himfelf with the due Difcharge of all the Fun- 
ctions of his Epifcopal Character, but exercis’d 
thofe alfo of a common Prieft, by confefling and 
inftructing a vaft Variety of Laicks who were un- 
der his Care. As he always recommended a dif- 
interefted Love to the fupreme Being, fo his Pra- 
é&ice was conformable to his Doétrine. Tho’ he 
was rigid and fevere to himfelf, he did not affeé& 
an Air of Aufterity, but was always free and eafy 
in all his Deportment. He flept little, eat lefs, 
and indulg’d himfelf in no Pleafure but what is 
found in the Accomplifhment of one’s Duty. To 
take the Air was his only Recreation, while he 
was Archbifhop of Cambray. 

When he went abroad he {pent his Time either 
in fome profitable Converfation with his Friends, 
or in doing fome good Offices for the Poor of his 
Diocefe. If he accidentally met with any Pea- 
fants in his way, he would fic down with them 
upon the Grafs, ask them feveral Queftions about 
the State of their Families, give them the beft 
Advice he could for the Regulation of their Con- 
duét, and recommend to them above all the Pra- 
étice of a religious Life. He gave the greateft 
Part of his Revenue to Hofpitals, to young Cler- 
gymen educated at his own Expence, to Mona- 
ftries of Nuns in Diftrefs, to decay’d Gentlemen, 
and Perfons of all Ranks and Degrees, and of all 
Nations, who during the Continuation of the 
War, were within the Reach of his Succour and 
Affiftance. 

Having faid thus much of him as a Bifhop, we 
fhall now fpeak of him as an Academift. In the 
Year 1693, he was chofen a Member of the 
French Academy, while he was Preceptor to the 
M 2 Duke 
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Duke of Burgundy. The Speech which he made 
on that Occafion was a fuflicient Teftimony of 
his extraordinary Abilities. His inimitable Te/le- 
machus before-mentioned, and his Dialogues of 
the Dead, are all additional Demonftrations, not 
only of the Beauty of his Genius, but the Sub- 
limity of his Ideas. 

In the latter Years of his Life he had an Op- 
portunity of difplaying eminently all the Virtues 
of a good Commonwealthfman, his Love for his 
Country, and his Humanity to Strangers. The 
Year 1709 was remarkable for Scarcity of Pro- 
vifions, and the Army in Flanders was deftitute of 
Stores. He contributed largely of his own for 
their Subfiftence; and when the Year after the 
War drew near to Cambray, he gain’d the Love 
and Admiration of the whole Army, both by his 
Charity to the Sick and Wounded, and by the 
Hofpitality of his Houfe, which was open to all 
the Officers. After the Battel of Malplaquet he 
fill’d both his Seminary and Palace with the 
Wonunded of all Degrees. He ordered every 
thing to be provided for them that might contri- 
bute to their Cure as well as their Subfiftence. 
Nay, his Generofity extended fo far, as to hire 
Houfles for their Reception when there was no 
Place empty in his own. 

I forbear, merely for want of room, to enu- 
merate many other Inftances of his fingularCom- 
paffion to the Miferable and Unfortunate who at 
this Seafon flock’d to Cambray as the fureft Afy- 
lum, where they were received with the Huma- 
nity of a Parent, by this God-like Prelate. The 
Veneration and Efteem in which he was juftly 
held, was not confined to the French Army alone 5 
the Duke of Marlborough, Prince Eugene, and the 
Duke of Ormond alfo, fhewed him all the Tefti- 
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monies of the moft profound Refpeét, and pri- 
ded, as it were, in being the Protectors of him, 
and every thing wherein he was interefted. He 
met with ungenerous Treatment from none but 
his own Country, every other Nation of Ezrope 
paid him that Tribute of Affection and Praife 
which were due to his Merit. He in Return 
was very kind and indulgent to Foreigners, he 
entertain’d them in the moft courteous and obli- 
ging Manner, let their Notions with refpeé& to 
Religion be what they would. 

Notwithttanding the high Veneration and E- 
fteem which all Mankind exprefs’d for him, he 
made no other Ufe of it but to do them good. 
His Piety had in it fomething fo amiable, and at 
the fame time fo truly noble, that it procured the 
Regard even of the moft incredulous, and made 
them as it were fufpend their Scruples. A true 
Spirit of Charity fhew’d ivfelf in every thing he 
faid or did. He feafoned all his Converfation 
with fuch beautiful and lively Reflections, as in- 
{fpired the Love of Virtue. Tho’ he was natu 
rally hafty, and eafily provok’d, yet in the midft 
of his Misfortunes, he was as fedate, eafy, affa- 
ble and courteous, as prefent to himfelf, and at- 
tentive to others, as if he had no Affairs to ruffle 
and difcompofe him. He had the fecret Art of 
putting himfelf on a Level with the Underftand- 
ings ot all thofe he convers’d with. This Sub- 
limity of Genius was accompanied with aProbity 
that was more excellent than all his other Quali- 
fications. 

Tho’ his Converfation was thus charming in 
publick, it was infinitely more agreeable in pri- 
vate with his Friends. There was an uncommon 
Delicacy in his Condu& and Deportment towards 
them. He faw their Imperfections, and con- 
M 3 niv’d 
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niv’d at them, with abundance of Patience and 
good Nature. He waited for a proper Opportu- 
nity to fpeak, and when it offer’d, laid hold of 
it, and had the Art to feafon his Admonitions and 
Reproofs in fuch a manner, as that the moft difa- 
greeable Truths tfhould never give Offence. How- 
ever, this Caution of his did not hinder him from 
{peaking the Truth freely to fuch Friends as were 
able to bear it; and as he took fuch Liberty, he 
was very defirous they fhould ufe the fame with 
him. Not Abfence nor Difiance could ever lef- 
fen his Efteem for thofe he once valued. He held 
every thing in common, and was but one Heart 
and one Mind with them. Altho’ no one was 
ever more refign’d to the fevere Difpenfations of 
Providence than he, yet no one was more fenfibly 
affected and concerned for the Lofs of his Friends. 
He would frequently weep at the Tidings of their 
Deceafe, and would never attempt to conceal his 
Tears, or refrain them by calling in Philofophy 
to his Aid. Inthe midft of his Grief, however, 
he ftill would preferve his Serenity of Mind, and 
comfort thofe who were Mourners like himfelf. 
He lived three Years after his illuftrious Pupil, + 
and faw the Duke of Beavilliers, his worthy Pa- 
tron, and feveral other of his Intimates and Affoe 

ciates die before him. 
His Meeknefs, Silence, inviolable Attachment 
to his Majetty, and Submiffion to the Church 
during 


+ The Duke of Burgundy his Pupil, died in the Year 
1712. He wept at the News like an indulgent and difconfo- 
late Father; but, with a perfect Refignation to the divine 
Will, faid at the fame time, Jf the Motion of a Straw would 
reftore him to Life again, I would not touch it, contrary to the 
divine Pleafure. ‘The Death of this Prince made a lafting 
Impreflion on him, and feem’d, more than all things, ta 
wean him from the World; and from thenceforth he fhewed 
an enure Unconcernednefs about all temporal Affairs. 
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during the whole Time of his Banifhment, had 
made fuch favourable Impreffions on the King’s 
Mind, that he became fatisfied of his Innocence, 
and determined to call him back to Court: But 
in the Beginning of the Year 1715, he fell ill of 
an Inflammation of his Lungs, which put him 
into a high Fever without Intermiffion. It con- 
tinued upon him fix Days and a half, and was at- 
tended with agonjzing Pains. During his Sick- 
nefs he gave all the real Tokens of a truly Chri- 
{lian Patience, Conftancy and Meeknetfs. In the 
midft of his Tortures he never murmured or re- 
pin’d, but expired with that fubmiffive Ejacula- 
tion of his Saviour, Not my Will but thine be done. 

Thus ended the Life of this venerable Prelate, 
who, for Simplicity of Heart and Integrity of 
Behaviour had few, if any Superiors. He was 
a Man of Learning, and intimately acquainted 
with the Ancients, whole Beauties he has fo fine- 
ly copied in fome of his Writings. He had a 
Head turn’d for metaphyfical abttraét Speculati- 
ons, which he always employ’d in the Service of 
revealed Religion, of which he does not feem to 
have ever indulged the leaft doubting. He had 
exalted Notions of Morality and Oeconomics, and 
he has painted them in the lovelieft Forms, and 
with the livelieft Colours, in his inimitable Ze/e- 
machus. Yet, with all his excellent Qualities 
and Virtues, he had fomewhat of Enthufiafm in 
his Temper, and a certain Foible of Judgment, 
of which, the former is ever a Sign and Conco- 
mitant. Both thefe difcovered themfelves emi- 
nently throughout the whole A ffair of Mrs. Guyon; 
of which M. Ram/ay in his Memoirs of the Arch- 
bifhop has given us a very particular Detail. I 
fhall wave any Refle&tions upon that, to confider 
another Inftance, in which the Weaknefs of this 
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great Man is no lefs evident, tho’ it was not fo 
confpicuous; and that is, the Opinion he held, 
and which he prevailed upon Mr. Rawm/ay (as it 
fhould feem ) likewife to believe, That there is no 
veafonable Medium between Deifm and Popery; or, 
in other Words, That @ Man cannot be a Chriftian 
without being a Papift. 

This Notion, as Mr. Ram/ay informsus, feemed 
to him at firft (as it certainly muft always do to 
every Man of unprejudiced Underftanding) to be 
a Paradox. He begg’d of the good Archbifhop 
therefore to explain it to him, which he did, as 
he tells us, after the following manner. 

6© We muft either confine ourfelves (faid he) 
“ to natural Religion founded upon the Idea of 
“° God, and reject all fupernatural and revealed 
“¢ Laws; or if we admit a fupernatural Revela- 
“° tion, we muft acknowledge fome fupreme Au- 
“¢ thority continually fpeaking to interpret it. 
“¢ ‘The Chriftian Church without fuch a fix’d and 
“¢ vifible Authority would be like a Republick, 
** to which wife Laws had been given, but with- 
* out Magiftrates to put them in Execution. 
© What a Source of Confufion! Each particu- 
*¢ Jar Man, with the Book of Laws in his Hand, 
“© would come to difpute about their Meaning. 
“© The facred Oracles would ferve only to feed 
*¢ our vain Curiofity, to increafe our Pride and 
*¢ Prefumption, and to make us more tenacious 
“© of our own Opinions. ‘There would indeed 
“ be but one original Text, but as many diffe- 
“¢ rent Manners of explaining it as there were 
“ Men. Divifions and Subdivifions would mul- 
$¢ tiply without End and without Remedy. Can 
“¢ we think that our fovereign Lawgiver has not 
“© provided better for the Peace of his Republick, 
*¢ and for the Prefervation of his Law? 
ou" BR <a! Aree 
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‘© Moreover, (as he goes on) if there be no 
infallible Authority which may fay to us all, 
This is the true Meaning of the holy Scripture, 
how can we expect that illiterate Peafants, or 
fimple Mechanicks, fhould engage in aDifcuffion 
wherein the Learned themfelves cannot agree? 
God would have been wanting to the Necefh- 
ties of almoft all Men, if, when he gave them 
a written Law, he had not at the fame time 
provided them a fure Interpreter, to {parethem 
the Refearch of which they are incapable. E- 
very fimple and fincere Man has need of no+ 
thing more than a juft Senie of his Ignorance, 
to fee the Abfurdity of the Seéts who found 
their Separation from the Catholick Church 
upon the Offer to make him Judge of fuch 
Matters, as are beyond the natural Capacity of 
his Underftanding. Ought one to hearken to 
the new Reformers who require that which is 
impoffible, or to the ancient Church which 
provides for the Weaknefs of Men? In fine, 
we muft either fubmit to this Church, or re- 
je&t the Bible as a Fition. Confult the facred 
Writings. Examine the Extent of the Pro- 
mifes made by Jefus Chrift to the Hierarchy, 
the Depofitory of his Law. He fays, that 
whatfocver it foall bind on Earth, fhall be bound 
in Heaven; that he will be with it to the End of 
the World; that the Gates of Heil hall not pre- 
vail againft it, that be who bears tt, bears him, 
that he who de/pifes it, de/pifes him; and in fine, 
that zt is the Pillar and Ground of Truth. There 
is no evading the Force of thefe Expreffions 
by any Commentary; there isno Remedy but 
by rejecting the Authority both of the Law- 
giver and his Law.” 


Mr. Rame- 










































































190 The Prefent State of Art. 13. 


Mr. Ram/ay’s Faith was not yet ftrong enough 
to digeft thefe Doétrines. He was not exercited 
fufficiently in them to pay an implicit Submiffion 
to the Dictates of any religious Society upon Earth; 
he told his Inftruétor he had beena Member of feve- 
ral, and having ob{erved the Priefts of them, forthe 
generality, more ignorant and corrupt than the reft 
of Men, he equally fufpected them all, as unqua- 
lified for being abfolute Directors; and thought 
it hard that the Underftandings and Confciences 
of the Laity mutt be unrefervedly fubjeéted to 
the Determinations of a Set of People, who had 
frequently lefs of either than thofe they pretend- 
ed a Right to govern. Thefe were plaufible Ob- 
jections ; but Mr. Ramfay was {oon convine’d 
of their Emptinefs by the good Archbifhop’s An- 
{wer, which he delivered with great Meeknefs 
and Moderation. 

‘¢ If we do not raife our Thoughts (faid he) 
€¢ above what is human in the moft numerous 
“¢ Affemblies of the Church, we fhall find no- 
“¢ thing but Matter to fhock and offend us, and 
** to increafe our Incredulity; we fhall difcover 
** nothing but Paffions, Prejudices, human Weak- 
“© neffes, politick Views, Faétions and Cabals. 
*¢ But we ought fo much the more to admire the 
“¢ Wildom and Almighty Power of God, in that 


“* he accomplifhes his Defigns by fuch Means as_, 


“© feem naturally to tend to their Deftruétion. 
“¢ °Tis here that the Holy Spirit fhews himfelf 
“© Matter of the Heart of Man. He makes even 
“¢ thofe things which appear faulty in the parti- 
“* cular Paftors, a Means to the Accomplifhment 
“ of his Promifes, and by a Providence conti- 
“© nually attentive watches the Moment of their 
*¢ Decifion, and makes it always conformable to 
“ his Will. It is thus thac God aéts in all and 
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by all. Both the Civil and Ecclefiaftical Pow- 


‘¢ ers are held in a total Subjeéction to his Laws. 
“© Every thing accomplifhes his Defigns either 
“© freely or by Neceflity. It is not the Holinefs 
‘“¢ of our Superiors, nor their perfonal Talents, 
“ which make our Obedience a divine Virtue, 
“ but the inward Submiffion of the Mind to the 
* Order of God.” 

Tho’ one would think that nothing but the 
Regard which was due to fo good, and, in other 
refpects, fo wife a Man as the Archbifhop, could 
have prevented a fenfible Hearer from betraying 
a downright Contempt of fuch Reafoning ; yet 
Mr. Ram/fay was fo modeft as not to difcover the 
leaft Surprize at the Weaknels of it, but in{tead 
of that, defired Time to weigh the Force of it; 
and after revolving it often in his Mind, and ex- 
amining it Night and Day, was fo far ‘from de- 
fpifing its Levity or rejecting it, that it really 
grew into his Efteem, and became at length fo 
ponderous, as to overbalance all his former Pre- 
judices, and to prefs down his Affent to one of 
the moft abject Propofitions (in its Confequences) 
that ever was ftarted, viz. That one cannot admit a 
revealed Law without yielding an unlimited Submiffion 
to its living Interpreter. Surely Mr. Ram/ay’s Pre- 
judices mutt be but light, and his Judgment itfelf 
of no great Solidity, if they could not withftand 
the Caft of fo fuperficial an Argument as had 
been offered for the Support of it. I can hardly 
perfuade myfelf that he was overcome, and am 
readier to think he affected to yield, out of Com- 
plaifance to his Teacher, or fome other Motive, 
not altogether founded upon a Love of Truth; 
he would fcarcely otherwife have fo eafily acqui- 
efc’d, where he might have maintain’d a more ef- 
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He would have been apt to ask my Lord, 
“¢ How that could properly be term’d a Revela- 
© tion, which continually needed an Interpeter? ” 
What a Reflection does this Notion carry with 
it upon the divine Being, as if he could not ex- 
prefs himfelf plainly to his Creatures at firft hand, 
but mutt be obliged to the greater Perfpicuity of 
the Priefts for clearing up his unavoidable Obfcu- 
rities! If that be not the Cafe, but he could him- 
felf have done what thefe officious Gentlemen are 
fo forward to help him in, what fhould prompt 
us to imagine he has not actually done it, feeing 
it is obvioully more agreeable to his Wifdom and 
Goodnefs to do fo, than the contrary. Morec- 
over, how could a Simile fo unfairly ftated as the 
Bifhop’s, impofe upon Mr. Ram/ay’s Penetration? 
How came he not immediately to fee its Infigni- 
ficancy for proving or illuftrating the Point? 
“¢ The Chriftian Church without fuch a fixed 
*¢ and vifible Authority, fays the Bifhop, would 
“¢ be like a Republick, to which wife Laws had 
“ been given, but without Magiftrates to put them 
“¢ in Execution.” ‘Yo make the Simile juft, the 
laft Words ought to have been, without any Per- 
fons vefied with an infallible Capacity and Authori- 
ty to interpret them. But had it been fo exprefs’d, 
it would have been worth nothing, fince it is too 
notorious there are Commonwealths, and very 
flourifhing ones, where there are no fuch infalli- 
ble Interpreters of the Laws appointed as can an- 
{wer to his ecclefiaftical ones; tho’ there are none 
in which there are not Magiftrates to put the 
Laws they are to be governed by in Execution: 
and thole who reject the Infallibility of the 
Church, are far from faying that the Chriftian 
Polity is deftitute of Magiftrates under Chrift, 
whofe Office it is to apply and inculcate his Laws, 
and 
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and to denounce the fpiritual Sanctions of them 
upon obftinate Offenders. But as in no Repub- 
lick or State whatfoever ought the Laws to be 
intricate or unintelligible, nor are they any where 
ftudioufly concealed from the Notice of the Sub- 
ject, much lefs are the Subjects forbid to read and 
endeavour to underftand them, or ever punifhed 
for fo doing, but, on the contrary, all are fup- 
pofed to know them, not by any infallible Inter- 
preters, but by a perfonal Application; fo cer- 
tainly, Chrift the wifeft and moft equitable Le- 
giflator, after having advifed his own Hearers to 
fearch thofe Scriptures they had then, and did 
not think that Injunéion inconfiftent with the 
Priefi’s Lips keeping Knowledge, or the People’s 
feeking the Law at his Mouth, can never be 
thought, with the leaft Appearance of Reafon, 
to have empowered the Minifters of his King- 
dom to conceal the Laws of it from their Fellow- 
Subjeécts, and ftill lefs to punifh the ftudying or 
even looking into them, without their Allow- 
ance. 

The whole Courfe of the Bp.’s Reafoning upon 
this Head isa flagrant Evidence, either that his] udg- 
ment (as ] havefuppofed) was not in fuch great Per- 
fe€tion as his other Talents, or, that if it were fo na- 
turally, it was render’d incapable of exerting its 
Force,by the enfeebling Prejudices of hisParty : For 
it can never rationally be thought,that a Man of fuch 
exemplary Holinefs and Probity as were confpi- 
cuous throughout his whole Behaviour, beld the 
Truth in Unrighteoufne/s, or fecretly defpifed what 
he openly profefs’d to believe, and taught others. 
His whole Syftem has been fo often unanfwera- 
bly defeated by Men of great Genius and Learn- 
ing, (tho’ indeed it requires only common Senfe 
to fee how empty it is, and how unworthy of a - 
ferious 
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ferious Confutation) that I fhould look upon it as 


an Impofition on the Reader to purfue my Re- | 


marks on it any farther than is barely fufficient 
for authorizing my Sentiments of Mr. de Fenelon, 
as I fhould think them no lefs eafy to be impofed 
on than Mr. Ram/ay would make us believe he 
was, if they needed them. Yet there is one 
Branch of the Bifhop’s Difcourfe, which carries 
in it a fubtle Poifon, that has a Tendency above 
all the reft to injure unskilful Minds, as it is le- 
velled at the moft efficacious Antidote thcy can 
oppofe to the Infeétion of his foregoing Sophiim, 
which it may not be amifs therefore to make 
fome further Reflection on; not fo much for 
enervating the Venom of it, as to difplay a 
moft fignal Inftance (in Confirmation of my 
Point) of the Subterfuges and Abfurdities the 
the nobleft Intelleéts are reduc’d to, when they 
are unhappily prepoffefs’d in tavour of religious 
Error. Fond as they are of Illumination in other 
refpects, in this they dread and abhor it; flying it 
as tho’ it had chang’d its Nature, and from being 
their Friend, as they efteem it it every other Cafe, 
was become their moft dangerous Enemy. 

To come to the matter, the laft Effort Mr. 
Ram/fay was pleas’d to make before he furrender’d 
up his Underftanding to the Attacks of the Arch- 
bifhop of Cambray, was by objecting the Lmpro- 
bability of an infallible Spirit refiding among ft, or 
being at the Beck of [uch an ignorant and immoral 
Crew, as he very complatifantly charatterifes the Clergy. 

Inftead of attempting in the leaft to wipe off 
the Afperfion, the Bifhop rather exaggerates the 
Reproach, and far from painting the Subjects of 
Infallibility as qualified for receiving or difpenfing 
fo grand and important a Gift, in order to en- 
. hance the Miracle he is refolved to introduce 
here, he reprefents them as the moft unlikely 
things 
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| things in the World to expeét it from. “ For 


“¢ in thofe Affemblies, by whofe Decrees the Ca- 
‘“* tholick Church is to be governed, we {hall 
‘¢ find nothing, he fays, if we don’t raife our 
‘© Thoughts above what is human in them, but 
“ Paffions, Prejudices, human Weakneffes, politick 
“ Views, Fattions and Cabals.” Anhideous Image 
indeed, in which a Man of common Senfe, if left 
to himfelf, would never look forany Traces of the 
Spirit of God and of Truth; yet this is the Seat of 
the Chriftian Shechinah, and from hence, in fpite of 
all Propriety and Fitnefs, the divine Oracles for 
the Inftruétion and Guidance of the whole Race 
of Mankind are divulged. By fuch a Monfter of 
Confufion and Fraud, the Spoufe of Chrift is to 
be kept from ftraying, and preferv’d immaculate! 

How fhould it have furprized Mr. Ramfay to 
hear fuch a Defcription from the Abp. of Cam- 
bray, who had beenexhorting him to put his Un- 
deritanding and Conicience abfolutely under their 
Difpofal? Would any fincere Chriftian fhut up 
the Religion of Jefus within fo filchy an Enclo- 
fure, as in Affemblies where we can difcover no- 
thing but what is hateful to the Holy Spirit, and 
proper to banifh him out of them? Or would any 
fober Chriftian point to them as his Refidence? 
This the learned, and good Mr. Fenelon did 
for the Honour of God, but without the leaft 
Warrant from Chrift, from Reafon, or from Scri- 
pture. Here is the Suggeftion I would obvi- 
ate; he will have it, “* we ought fo much the 
*““ more to admire the Wifdom and Power of 
** God, in that he accomplifhes his Defigns by 
** {uch Means as feem naturally to tend to their 
“ DeftruGion. ’Tis here (fays he) that the 
“© Holy Spirit fhews himfelf Mafter of the Heart 
** of Man. He makes even thofe things which 
** appear 
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“¢ appear faulty in the particular Paftors, a Means 
** to the Accomplifhment of his Promifes, and 
“© by a Providence continually attentive watches 
“© the Moment of their Decifion, and makes it 
“¢ always conformable to his Will.” Thus the 
beautiful Order of Caufes and Effeéts, which is 
the divine Eftablifhment, and which is the-prin- 
cipal Evidence to us of the Exiftence and Per- 
fection of the Deity, is to be reinvers’d and hurl’d 
into Confufion, by a miftaken Zeal for the Glory 
of his Power, the Manifeftation of which in the 
Infallibility of thefe weak and prejudiced Guides, 
is a mere Chimera, vifible only to the prepofte- 
rous Faith of fuch as have renounced their Un- 
derftandings, and which thefe deluded Votaries 
have no other Proof of, but the Affurance of 
thofe whofe Wealth and Grandeur are rais’d upon 
their Credulity. And thus would the Archbi- 
fhop fap the Foundation of the beft Objection a- 
gainft Popifh Infallibility that the Illiterate are 
capable of forming. 

But what parallel Inftances could the Archbifhop 
produce of any Procedure like this he is here 
afcribing to the blefled God! and how different 
are all the Demonftrations of his Wifdom or Om- 
nipotence, recorded in Scripture, from that‘ by 
which Mr. de Fenelon pretends to exemplify them. 
I know none with a more propitious Afpect for 
him than the two following; let us fee how far 
they will accord with his Doétrine. 

The firft fhall be the Miracle wrought by Eii- 
jab tor detecting the Priefts of Baal: * I need not 
relate all its Circumftances; it may fuffice to ob- 
ferve in general, that the Prophet’s Defign in it 
was to fhew the impious J/raelites, that the God 
whom they had forfaken to follow after an Im- 

pofture, 

* 1 Kings xviii. 23, &'. 
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pofture, could hear and fully anfwer the Prayers 
of his Worfhippers, and was able to furmount 
the moft formidable Obftacles in the Way of his 
Pleafure; while the Idol they vainly invocated 
was unable to hear or comply with their Requefts, 
tho’ the Matter of them was only the Difplay 
of his own Godhead. In order to this (when 
Baal’s Prophets could not by a thoufand Addref- 
fes procure one Spark of celeftial Fire to kindle 
the Holocauft they had made ready for him) he 
repaired the facred Altar which the idolatrous 
Rulers had broken down, he laid Wood upon it, 
and over that the Sacrifice which he had provi- 
ded; he called unto all the People to come near to 
him, that they might pry into and be Eye- Wit- 
nefles of the whole Tranfaétion; he then, as it 
were, deluged the whole with Water, that fo the 
Triumph of the Almighty might not be for an 
eafy Conqueft, and he might manifeft the vaft 
Extent of hisownConfidenceinhim. And what 
was the Iffue? ‘* The Fire of the Lord fell, and 
“ (notwithftanding all the Moifture) confumed 
“ the Burnt-Sacrifice, and the Wood, and the 
“© Stones, and the Duft, and licked up the Wa- 
“¢ ter that was about them.” 

In the main Part of this Affair nothing was to 
be found but Matter to fhock and offend the Spe= 
&tators, (for whofe Information and Direétion in 
Faith and Worfhip the whole was intended ) and 
to excite their Incredulity. ‘They could difcover 
hardly any thing but Water, as inconfiftent 
(feemingly ) with a Burnt-Offering, and as like- 
ly to defeat it, as Paflions, Prejudices, human 
Weaknefs, political Views, Factions and Cabals 
are with the Infpiration and Influences of the 
Holy Ghoft, which they direétly tend to ftifle 
and deftroy. But, according to the Bifhop, 
MARCH 1736. N © they 
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“6 they only ought fo much the more toadmire the 
‘© Wifdom and Almighty Power of God, in 
“© that he accomplifhes his Defigns by /uch Means 
“6 as feem naturally to tend to their Deftruction.” 
So Mr. de Fenelon expreffes himfelf, with re- 
fpe& to his unaccountable Notion of God’s 
infallibly guiding his Church by the Decrees of 
fuch vile Affemblies as he has detcribed. But in 
reality the Cafe here was quite otherwife, for 
God accomplifhed his Purpofe by no other 
Means than fuch as were naturally calculated to 
effect it, tho’ it took place in Oppofition to the 
moft effectual Method that could be contriv’d to 
prevent it. He did not confume the Burnt-Offer- 
ing by the Water which the Prophet poured up- 
on and about it, but by a moft intenfe and forci- 
ble Fire, which confumed and diffipated every 
thing that might have been look’d upon as an 
Obftacle to fuch an improbable Confequence. 
Had I been urging this to that great and excel- 
lent Prelate, who had perhaps no other Weak- 
nefs than that I am now reflecting on, might he 
not have replied? “ That however he exprefs’d 
“¢ himfelf, he intended no other by God’s ac- 
“ complifhing his Defigns by fuch Means as feem 
“¢ naturally to tend to their Deftru€tion, but on- 
“ ly his effecting them in fpite of all the moft 
“ oppolite Meafures of human Inftruments ; and 
“* therefore, that the Fact I am confidering is, in 
*¢ truth, a Confirmation of his Doétrine, in the 
“© moft difadvantageous Colours it can appear un- 
“ der,” to which I fhould humbly have anfwer- 
ed, That allowing his Grace’s Meaning to be 
fomething different fromwhat his W ords are proper 
to fuggeit, yet his Doctrine will find little or no 
Countenance from the Affair in queftion; for 
here there was not only a real but a yery fenfible 

2 Fire, 
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Fire, vifible to all that were any way concern’d 
init: They all faw it, and faw its irrefiftible O- 
peration; there was no need of forcing them by 
the Dread of bodily Torments, or eternal Dam- 
nation, to fubfcribe or affent to the Prophet’s Des 
claration of its Exiftence, while they had no 
other Proof of it but his Word, whofe Advan- 
tage it might have been to impofe on them. 

Befides, the Fire that came from Heaven dried 
up all the Water; there was no Abfurdity or In- 
confiftence in the Miracle; the Sacrifice was not 
only not burnt up by Water, but it was not burnt 
up at all, as we have the leaft Reafon to appre- 
hend; till the Water, which muft otherwife have 
obftruéted that Effect, was evaporated. 

Now what is there that correfponds to any 
thing of all this in the Archbifhop’s miraculous 
Scheme of Church Power? There is indeed in 
thofe Affemblies wherein he imagines the Spirit 
of God prefides, and by whofe Canons he deli- 
vers out his Injunctions, enough in a!l Confcience 
to obfcure his Revelations, and to counteraét his 
Agency; there was not more Water about E/i- 
jah’s Offering to hinder its burning : But the hea- 
venly Fire, the infpired Infallibility he afcribes to 
them, is utterly invifible; the cheated Populace 
have no other Proof of that, but the Pretenfions of 
thofe whofe greateft Emolument arifes from their 
abject Credulity. ‘There are no Effeéts of it to 
be difcovereds it neither confumes, nor purifies, 
nor cures the Paflions, Immoralities, or Weak- 
neffes of thofe who are fuppofed to be the imme- 
diate Subjects of its Influences; Error itfelf is no 
where {upprefs’d or deftroyed by it, except when 
it is aided by a move vigorous material Flame, 
which many have endur’d for queftioning the real 
Being of the other, where they could difcern no 

2 Indica- 
































































200 The Prefent State of Art. 13. 


Indications of it. Where Penalties are employ’d 
for extorting Affent, we may juftly prefume the 
Propofition that demands it has no other Means 
of Conviction. 

The other Inftance I intended to produce, as 
feeming at firft fight to countenance thefe Reve- 
ries of the Archbifhop concerning the Method in 
which God is pleafed to impart an infallible Spirit to 
his Church, and guide all that fubmit to it in the 
Paths of Truth, is that of the firft Promulgation 
of the Gofpel, (the Rule of Faith and Duty ) 
and Propagation of it over the World, by fuch 
ignorant, unpromifing Inftruments as were the 
Difciples and Followers of our bleffed Saviour. 
They were Babes and Sucklings in Knowledge, 
and yet Things hid from the Wife and Prudent 
were revealed unto them. They had the fame 
Infirmities, and it may be Vices, as other Men; 
one knows what Idea it is fit to form of Pub- 
licans and Fifhermen; and yet to them it was 
given to know, to them was committed the Dif- 
penfation of the Myfteries of the Kingdom of 
God. Thus the divine Majefty communicated 
the moft fublime Truths and Precepts by the 
Mouths of the Wicked and Illiterate. 

Bur, to make fhort of the Matter, what can 
be inferr’d from all this to warrant Mr. Fenelon’s 
wild Fancy of an infallible Guidance of the Ca- 
tholick Church by the Determinations of a Set 
of proud hypocritical Squablers, among{t whom, 
unlefs we look to what is never like to be feen, 
nothing is to be found, as he owns, but Paflions, 
Prejudices, human Weakneffes, politick Views, 
Factions and Cabals? Or what is there to per- 
fuade the unlearned Proteftant to pay an unlimi- 
ted Obedience to a Parcel of Pretenders, on 
whom he can fee no Badge of apoftolical Autho- 
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rity, nor any Qualifications requifite for the Dif- 
charge of it? When the Apoftles were fent to 
teach and convert the Nations, tho’ they might 
not be exempt from human Failings, yet they 
were replenifhed with a Spirit of Holinefs and 
Wifdom, as well as of Miracles. They had the 
Gifts of Knowledge, of Utterance, of difcern- 
ing of Spirits, €fc. conferr’d on them. They 
were endued with every Talent to qualify them 
for their Employment when they were fent about 
it. God chofe for the Accomplifhment of his 
Purpofe Inftruments that were unfit, but he did 
not accomplifh his Purpofe by unfit Inftruments: 
That would have been an Impoflibility, and how 
ufeful foever fuch things may be to Popery, the 
divine Power is never exercifed on Non- entities. 
They were deficient in nothing that might pro- 
mote their Commiflion; nor had they any thing 
predominant in their Difpofitions or Manners that 
could juftly offend thofe they addrefs’d to, or af- 
ford any Sufpicion of their Integrity or Benevo- 
lence: there was not throughout their whole De- 
portment, the leaft Shadow of any finifter De- 
fign. They ufed no fly, no mean or feducing 
Arts; they told no falfe Stories; vamp’d up no 
fham, ridiculous Miracles; they divulg’d no Do- 
érines that were fhocking to common Senfe; 
they fhewed no Defire of temporal Dominion; 
or ever hinted the leaft Want of the fecular Arm; 
they compell’d none but with the Demonftration 
of the Spirit, and a convincing Power; they 
propos’d no other Rewards than that of Heaven, 
nor threatned thofe who refus’d to hear or receive 
them with any other Punifhments than thofe of 
Hell: They knew their Caufe was the Caule of 
Chrift, and they were not afraid to truft him 
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affembled in Council, they might debate the 
Point they were to decide, (for the Holy Ghoft 
influenc’d them as intelligent Beings, and not as 
inanimate Machines; ) but what Symptoms did 
they betray of Paffion or Prejudice, much lefs of 
politick Views, of Faction or Cabal? There is 
no more Refemblance between any of the apofto- 
lick Conventions and the Roman Conclaves, than 
there is between the Meafures that were obferv’d 
in the Choice of Fudas’s Succeffor in the earlieft 
of them, -.and thofe that obtain in the later Ele- 
ctions of St. Peter’s at the Vatican. 

To conclude thefe Reflections (which I own, 
being hurried by fome unavoidable Avocations, I 
have not been at Leifure to digeft as I would 
otherwife have done) in neither of the Inftances 
I have here offered, nor in any other which is to 
be found in Scripture, or any unqueftionable Re- 
cords of God’s Dealings with the Church or 
Mankind, is there any Circumftance that can 
juftify M. Fenelon’s Reply to Mr. Ram/ay’s Ob- 
jection againft an infallible Guide in Matters of 
Faith, from the Ignorance and Wickedne/s of the 
Generality of the Clergy; or to invalidate the Force 
of that Objection, which is fo well fuited to the 
Apprehenfions of the Vulgar; who, if they can 
read any ecclefiaftical Hiftory, or even News Pa- 
pers, or look abroad into the World, may eafily 
{ee upon how ample a Foundation it is eftablith- 
ed. And the Bifhop’s oppofing fo abfurd and un- 
{criptural a Pofition to it as this, of God's affett- 
ing, as it were, to accomplifo his Defigns by Me- 
thods that are diametrically oppofite to them, is an 
evident Proof (on Suppofition of his Sincerity ) 
of what I fuggefted relating to his Tin€ture of 
Enthufiafm, and the Feeblene{s of his Judgment 
in this Particular, which was probable contracted 
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by that Difufe of it, which neceffarily attends a 
conftant Subjection to the Dittates of others, 
without a Liberty of Diffent or Examination : 
As moreover, Mr. Ram/ay’s fo readily acquiefcing 
in what M. Fenelon advanc’d, is an Argument of 
unaccountable W eaknefs, (in fo {trong a Reafoner 
on other Subjeéts) which I would rather impute 
to him than lefs excufable Motives. 

I have nothing further to add, but that the 
great Excellency and Worth of both thefe Gen- 
tlemen, the laft of which was one of the bright- 
eft Ornaments of his Age and Country, whofe 
Name will be ever venerable with Men of Learn- 
ing and Virtue, fhould be fo far from reconciling 
us to the Notions I have been animadverting on, 
which they efpous’d, that, on the contrary, we 
fhould the rather abhor the Principles they are 
built on, as we fee they are capable, wherefoever 
they are entertain’d, of perverting the nobleft 
Qualities, and debafing the moft generous Minds. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 


HE Reverend and Learned Dr. William 
Stukeley, who is very well vers’d in pro- 
phane and facred Antiquity, and has the Honour 
of Religion at heart, has entred upon a Defign 
that he thinks will greatly tend to the Reputati- 
on and Eftablifhment of it; which is, by exami- 
ning into and commenting on the moft remarka- 
ble Monuments of the Greeks and Romans that 
relate to Scripture Hiftory ; from whence he fup- 
pofes he fhall demonftrate the Derivation of the 
N 4 heathen 
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heathen Mythology and Superftitions from the 
Theology and divine Rites of the Hebrews. He 
intends to publifh his Lucubrations on thefe cu- 
rious Subjects at feveral Times, as he can fic them 
for the Prefs, under the general Title of PAL Zo- 
GRAPHIA SACRA: or, Difcourfes on Monuments 
of Antiquity that relate to Sacred Hiftory. The 
firft Effay he has favoured us with is, 4 Com- 
MENT on an OvE of HorRACE, fhewing the 
Bacchus of the Heathen to be the Jehovah of the 
Jews. It is neatly printed in Quarto, confifting 
of 77 Pages, befides the Dedication to Sir Ri- 
chard Ellys, Bart. Sold by William Innys and 
Richard Manby, near the Weft End of St. Paul’s. 
1736. 

As I was not at Leifure to draw up any farther 
Account of this Piece, the Reader will have the 
Advantage of a much better Abftraét than I 
could otherwife have given him of it, which I 
am oblig’d for to a very ingenious Hand. I have 
{carcely varied from the Manufcript that was fent 
me in nearly the following Terms. 


ye of the firft Chriftian writers, (fays this 
Correfpondent) fuch as Eu/ebius in his prepar. 
evang. and others, could not help obferving a 
more than ordinary Conformity, between the 
Theology of the ancient heathen and that of the 
patriarchs in the fcripture, and of their progeny, 
the people of the Fews. And they thought it 
very evident, that the mythology of the one was 
derived from the true hiftory of the other. 
Morever they obferv’d among the pagans, fome 
furprifing notices of things, that regarded what 
God a'mighty did afterwards bring to pafs, in the 
Chriftian revelation. How they came by them 
is not fo eafy to fay. 
There 
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There are feveral of our later chriftian writers 
have treated on this argument copioufly and {plen- 
didly: fuch as Bochart, Huetius, Gale in his court 
of the gentiles, and others. ‘They all agree that 
pagan idolatry is but a mimickry and corruption 
of the inftitutions which God gave to the Fews. 
Our author, ftriking out a new path in this great 
road, propofes to fhow in general, that all or 
moft of the rabble of heathen gods in all or moft 
antient nations, fuch as Ofris of the Egyptians, 
Ammon of the Lybians, Saturn of the Carthagi- 
nians, Moloch of the Phenicians, Mars of the 
Thracians, Attys of the Phrygians, Pan of the 
Arcadians, Fanus of the Latins, Mithras of the 
Perfians, Bacchus of the Greeks, 9c. are all de- 
riv’d from the fame Fehovah, the great and pecu- 
liar deity, conduétor, and king of the Fews. In 
particular, his intention at prefcnt is to infift chief- 
ly on the greek Bacchus. 

To compafs this end, he takes the 19th ode 
of the fecond book of Horace for his plan: 


Bacchum in remotis carmina rupibus 
Vidi docentem, &c. 


by notes of reference to every remarkable word 
in the ode, he points out the places in {cripture, 
whence the heathen notions affix’d to Bacchus ap- 
pear to be deriv’d, and this very copioufly. Then 
he gives a paraphraftic tranflation of ir, in englifh 
verfe riming alternately, agreeable to the gufto 
of englifh Plalmody. By this means it becomes 
properly a hymn to Fehovah: and it mutt be 
own’d to be moft remarkably conformable to the 
original. Then the whole of the book confifts 
of a perpetual comment on the Ode, to prove 
and enlarge upon the foregoing application of 

Bacchus 
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Bacchus and his Acts, to thofe of Febovah: of 
which take this abftraét. 

The wonderful tranfactions of Fehovah appear- 
ing perfonally in a luminous glory to the //raelites, 
conducting and governing them, giving them 
Jaws and religion, fighting their battels, and pro- 
tecting them in a fupernatural and miraculous 
manner: muft needs alarm all the nations round, 
make them curious to obferve and imitate their 
rites, as well as they could. This deity the hea- 
then call’d Fah, Fao, Fovah, and the like, from 
the Hebrews. Now Bacchus is but the broad 
way of pronunciation among the firft and ruder. 
greeks, of Zacchus the original appellation. Fac- 
chus is Jab Chus, the arabian God. Chus is the 
moft antient name of rabia, and Fab is a cor- 
ruption of Febovah, as in Pfalm Ixviii. 4. Hence 
it was, the heathen made Bacchus a divine man, a 
hero, the fon of God, the great conqueror and 
triumpher, who Jed an innumerable hoft of fran- 
tic men and women upon an expedition into Jn- 
dia, which he entirely f{ubjugated, whereupon he 
invented odes or triumphal hymns, i. e. Fehovahb 
taught Mo/es to compofe fuch; the firft which 
we know of. So Deborah and David made the 
like under the fame influence. Thefe were imi- 
tated by the antient heathen poets, whence the 
hymns of Orpheus, of Homer, and fuch that of 
Florace before us, celebrating the acts of Fehovah, 
under the name of Bacchus. 

By India, in moft antient times, the people of 
the mediterranean fea meant all thofe countries of 
Arabia, Paleftine, fc. beyond that fea eaftward, 
as our author proves. 

The name of Bacchus Diony/us is evidently ta- 
ken from the altar which Mofes dedicated by 
mount Sinai in 4rabia under the name of Fehovab 

Niffi. 
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Niff. Bacchus is {aid to be born in thunder, from 
Fehovah firft making his moft glorious appearance 
on mount Sizai, in wonderful thunders, light- 
nings, €f¢. as defcribed in a magnificent manner 
by Mo/es, and this in the prefence of above 
600,000 men befide women and children. 

Semele is {aid to be the mother of Bacchus. This 
is deduced from the hebrew Shém e/ the name of 
God, moft eminently apply’d to Fehovah, as he 
was the fecond deity, the fon of God, that per- 
fon in the deity, who was the Mediatcr or Mef- 
fiah, and was to appear in the flefh, the Saviour 
of mankind. Hence in an antienc inicription;: 
the Demons tremble at the name of Seme/e. Pur- 
fuant to this notion, our author affirms, that the 
true meaning of the word Febovah, implies that 
great office of mediatorfhip, which he was to 

erform for us: the deity is pleas’d to interpret it 
Pimlelf Exod, 1. 13. Go tell the J/raelites, fays 
he to Mo/fes, Ero qui Ero, Ero tent me to you, 
which is erroneoufly tranflated in our bibles, I 
AM. Hence the Mefliah fo often call’d in {crip- 
ture 6 epxov@ and HE by way of excellence, 
which is enumerated in feveral paffages, in a cri- 
tical manner. And Evohe the Bacchic cry in 
their Orgies, he makes to be only an aukward 
way of pronouncing Fehovah. Evobe, Sabobe is 
Fehovah Sabaoth, Lord of hofts, and hence Bac- 
chus is call’d Sabazius. 

Bacchus is faid to refide in wild, and defert 
places, and his orgia were celebrated on the tops 
of hills, in imitation of the tranfactions of Feho- 
vab on mount Sizai, and of the 4o years peregri- 
nation in the drabiayn wildernefs. Bacchus is {aid 
to be a teacher of rites of religion, to have in- 
vented altars, forms of worfhip and facrifices; he 
was {tiled likewife a great legiflator; and it was 
afirm’d 
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affrm’d that he promulgated two tables of laws. 
°Tis impoffible not to fee, that all this is a dire& 
copy from the hebrew Fehovah. 

The notion of the antients concerning fatyrs 
and nymphs, the companions of Bacchus in war- 
fare and in feftivals, half deities; is taken from 
the people of the Fews, rejoycing at their religi- 
ous feftivals, according to the inftitutions of ‘fe- 
bovah ; and from their performing moft amazing 
and fupernatu ral things in war, when actuated by 
his fpirit. The conformity is fo remarkable, that 
both Zacitus and Plutarch take notice of it. All 
the feftivals of Bacchus, Thyr/ophoria, Dionyfiaca, 
Canephoria, Lenea, their pomp of carrying a my- 
fiical ciffa or cheft, and the like, are obvious imi- 
tations of the yews. They that are willing to 
fancy the sews imitated the heathen in thefe 
things, are ftrangers to true chronology. We 
don’t hear of thele things among the heathen, till 
the jewifh ftate was grown obfolete, their glory 
faded and they were become a reprobate people. 

The famous thyrfus of Bacchus with which he 
dryed up feas and rivers, drew water and wine 
out of rocks, produced rivers of milk and honey €9c. 
is moft obvioufly copied fromthe rod of Fehbovah 
inScripture. Lacchus deftroyed Pentheus and his 
houfe with fire from heaven, for being wicked: 
he flew king Lycurgus who perfecuted him and his 
followers over the red fea to mount Wy/a or Syna 
which is the fame: thefe are from {criprure ftories ; 
and ’tis remarkable, that /Zomer confounds the 
account of Shamgar’s oxgoad, in the book of judges, 
with this of Lycurgus. 

Our author gives us an account from the {crip- 
tures, how the character of the god of wine 
fhould be affix’d to that of Febovahb and of the 
Meffiah. Bacchus is {aid to have fought valiantly 
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in the battel of the gods, in defence of his fa- 
ther’s throne: this is trom the reports of the fall 
of Lucifer precedent to creation. All the names 
of Bacchus in heathen authors; all their cries at 
the orgies, all his qualifications as a great general, 
as famous in arts of rule and civil government, as 
the great mediator between the deity and man- 
kind, are all deduc’d from Jehovah. The reafon 
of his being horned is taken from the notions 
mankind had of the Anointed or Mefliah, the 
great facrifice for the world: The ftory of his 
defcent into hell, being pull’d in pieces by the 
Titans, for the excellence of his virtues and in- 
vincible patience, of his return from thence and 
afcent into heaven: The ttory, I fay, of thefe 
furprizing coincidents, with the Death, Burial 
and Refurreétion of our Saviour, fhowsthatinthe 
old world many prophetic notices were {cattered 
of the fuffering ftate, which the Mefliah was to 
undergo. 

Our author concludes with reciting a fome- 
what like hymn to Bacchus, in Ovid’s Metamor- 
phofes, where is a recapitulation of moft of his 
names all explain’d in the difcourfe, except Ny &i- 
Jeus, taken from the Jewifh feaft of lights or Pa- 
vim, mention’d in Per/feas’s fatyr. From whence 
he takes occafion to deduce a moft excellent chro- 
nological character, of the birth-day and death of 
Herod the great, king of the Jews. This chara- 
&er helps much in the inveftigation of the time 
of our faviour’s birth. At laft he gives us, a 
comparative fpecimen of this manner of writing 
in hymns or odes, between the facred and pro- 
fane authors; particularly in that mo(t fublime 
defcription of the advent of Zebovab, Pflalm xviii. 
which he turns into verfe like that of Horace’s 
Ode paraphras’d. He defigns to continue thefe 
kind of difcourtes, ART I- 
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A R.T IC L-E. XV. 


4 Summary of Natural Religion. Con« 
taining a Proof of the Being and Attri- 
butes of God ; and a particular Deduéti- 
on of the Laws of Nature: With an En 
quiry into the ground of their Obligation : 
In which, the Relations of Things are 
diftinly confidered, both as an objective 
Rule ¢o the divine Mind, and as the 
Foundation of Morality. Printed for 
W. Thurlbourn, again/? the Senate-Houfe 
in Cambridge; and fold by J. Roberts in 
Warwick-Lane, London. 1736. Odta- 
vo. Pagg. 158. 


HE Subject of this Treatife, as our Aus 

thor obferves, is of the greateft Impor- 

tance to Mankind, and has often exercis’d the 
Pens of the moft diftinguifh’d Perfons in the 
World of Letters. Puffendorf, Thomafius, Bud- 
deus, Wilkins, Wollaften, and the ingenious Mr. 
Law *, are well known amongft the Learned: to 
whom 


* Our Author very juftly commends this Writer’s ex- 
cellent Notes on the Englijb Verfion of Archbifhop King’s 
Treatife De Origine Mali, which haye refletted a poe 
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whom maby others might be added. But as their 
Writings are calculated chiefly for People of fu- 
perior Capacity, and are feldom in the Hands of 
the Vulgar, he hopes this Sketch he has ventur’d 
abroad (the Produét of a few retir’d leifure Hours, 
at a Diftance from Books, and the Convertation 
of Scholars) will not be without its Ufe for the 
Improvement and Benefit of thofe of lower Ac- 
quirements; whom he has often found at a lofs 
even as to the firft Principles of Religion and 
Morality. For the Service of fuch, he tells us, 
he has drawn out the principal Lines of Duty, 
and fhewn how they are to be deduced from the 
moft eafy and obvious Principles, fuch as muft be 
clear and evident to every one, who has but Know- 
ledge enough to bea moral Agent. He begins 
with a Demonftration of the Being and Attributes 
of God, a due Apprehenfion of which is the on- 
ly juft Foundation upon which a Syftem of Mo- 
rality can be built: The independent Scheme of 
it, which refolvesall Law and Obligation into cer- 
tain abftraé& Relations of Things, antecedent to,and 
independent ofa fupreme Lawgiver,is too refin’d for 
his Tafte, who, as he himfelf declares, is one of thofe 
dull Mortals who can have no Idea of a Law 
without a Lawgiver, who can fee no Obliga- 


tion 


deal of Light (he fays) on feveral very nice and mo+ 
mentous Points that fall within the Compafs of this En< 
quiry ; but he wifhes he had given us a Set-Treatife on 
the Subje&, rather than interfpers’d his Notions here 
and there occafionally, or thrown them into a Corner 
where {carce any body will think of looking for them. 
Mr. Law would certainly oblige the World by furnifh- 
ing it with fuch a Treatife as rhisGentleman withes for ; 
but at the fame time he has fcatrered his Notions to ve- 
ry good Purpofe throughout the above-menrion’d Tran- 
flation, and they muft have very little Curiofity on this 
Head, who won’t look for them in a Book that fhould 
be in the Hands of every Metaphyfician. 
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tion where there is no Sanétion, and who can 
think of no other Sanétion that what is founded 
in the fenfible Nature of Man, the Defire of 
Happinefs, and Averfion to Mifery. The Jntel- 
lettual Cords of Virtue, which have lately, he 
fays, been /pun out of fome Mens Brains,* are much 
too fine to lay any hold of his flow Apprehenfi- 
on, when Rewards and Punifhments are out of 
the Queftion: And therefore he has. gone on in 
the old-fafhioned Way of deducing moral Obli- 
gation from the final Caufe of human Aétions, 
which can be no other than private perfonal Hap- 
pine/s, chiefly that which is expeéted in another 
Life. || Andin like manner, with regard to the 
Being 

* T am at a lofs to think whether our Author means 
by this uncouth Expreffion, That fome Men’s Brains is 
the Matter of which thefe Intellefuals Cords of Virtue 
confift, or, that the Brains of fome chimerical People 
are the Work-houfes in which the Operation of fpin- 
ning them is perform’d. Whichfoever of them ir be, 
the Phrafe is certainly contemptuous, and, without en- 
tring into the Merits of the Queftion concerning the 
Strength of thofe Cords which this Writer feems to have 
fo defpicable an Opinion of, I fhall only obferve, that 
the Gentlemen who are for deftroying, are rarely fuch 
polite and good-natured Difputants, as thofe that have 
diftincuifhed themfelves mott inthe Manufa&ure of them. 
| Perhaps thofe Schemes of Morality, which our 
Author thinks moft widely different from his own, are 
deduc’d from no other Principles than he himfelf muft 
affent to, nay, it may be, no others than he himfelf ar- 
gues upon in the Courfe of this Enquiry: But however 
that be, it is certain they all center in his Conclufion, 
viz. That there is no Obligation where there is no San- 
étion, and that there is no San&iion that is not founded 
in the Defire of Happinefs, and Averfion to Mifery. 
Our Author’s differs not from the moft generous Syftera, 
only in this, That he would make each Man’s particu- 
lar Satisfa&tion the fole Ground of Obligation to each 
Individual; and the reft, with a nebler and more com- 
prehenfive Benevolence, include in it the Felicity of the 
entire Species. 
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Being and Attributes of God, rejecting the Ar- 


gument @ priori, which pretends to demontftrate 
them from the abftract Nature of Space and ab- 
folute Necefity, both which he looks upon as 
mere Entia Rationis, he is content with the old 
Method of proceeding @ poferiori, or from Ef- 
feét to Caufe. And therefore he is fo fair as to 
defire the Reader, that expects fuch curious Spe- 
culations, to ftop at the Threfhold, and enter no 
farther into the Fabrick. T 

This is the general Account our Author has 
thought fit to give us of his Performance, to 
which I fhall here add a more particular Plan of 
it. 

It is divided into XIII Seétions. The firft is 
a Demontftration of a Deity, under thefe ten Pro- 
pofitions. 

I. There is fome Caufe diftiné& from, and [uperior 
to the material World. ‘This is proved from the 
Abfurdity of fuppofing the Syftem of Beings now 
exifting, cither to have produced itfelf, or to 
have arofe from nothing, or to have exifted ab 
eterno. From this Propofition he infers, by way 
of Corollary, the Eternity and abfolute Indepen- 
dency of the firft Caufe. 

II. The firft Cau/fe cannot ceafe to be, or is ever- 
lafting. For as ceafing to exift isa Change, and 
every Change is an Effect requiring a Caufe, the 
Being that exifts without Caufe, cannot poflibly 
have any Caufe of Change, and therefore muft be 
the fame for ever. Nor can fuch a Being de- 
ftroy himfelf; becaufe that would be a Power to 
effe& that there be no fuch Power; 7. e. the 

MARCH 1736. QO” Power 


+ This Caution ought to have been inferted in the 
Advertifements which publifhed the Title of this Work ; 
for when People have laid out their Money, they are 
willing to look what they have got for it, 
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Power muft continue, whilft the Subjeét is fup- 
pos’d to be taken away, and the Power itfelf de- 
{troyed.* 

Ill. Lhe firft Caufe is intelligent. ‘This is plain 
from the Order of the Univerfe, and likewife 
from this Confideration, That Intelligence being 
a Perfection, and found in this Syftem, the Au- 
thor of it muft be poffefs’d thereof; otherwife 
the Effect would have what the Caufe was defi- 
cient in, z. ¢. there would be an Effeét without a 
Caufe. 

IV. The firft Caufe is poffe/s'd of ative Power. 
The Power of the Creator muft at leaft be ad- 
equate to the Works of his Creation. 

V. The firft Caufe is free. Independency, ad- 
ded to active Power, includes a perfect Freedom 
of Will, and Liberty of A€tion; for what is in- 
dependent can be under no Reftraint ad extra. 
Wor can it have any internal neceffitating Caufe 
to Action; for if it had, all its Effects and Com- 
munications muft be neceffary; and then what- 
ever is or has been, could not poffibly but have 
been; and whatever is not, or has not already 
been, could never be brought into Exiftence; 
nor could the Modification of any thing be dif- 

ferent 


* This has much the Appearance of a Sophifm, and 
feems, at firft blufh, either to prove nothing at all, or, 
if any thing, nothing peculiar to the Deity: I think it 
will conclude, that no Being whatfoever can deftroy it- 
felf. This Writer would perhaps chufe any Medium to 
prove the Stability of the Divine Nature, rather than 
the abfolute Neceffity of it. When a Man has an An- 
tipathy to a thing, he'll take abundance of Pains to 
avoid ite Our Author writing to the Vulgar, undoubt- 
edly does well to infift upon the Argument 4 pofferiori 
with refpe& to this Subje&; but this he might do with- 
out undervaluing the other, which may be as fervice- 
able to People of a larger Compafs of Underftanding,. 
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oe 


ferent from whaz it is. But this is contrary to 
what we fee, and to what Reafon fuggefts to us 
concerning the Nature and Situation of things. 
They can, without any Contradiction, be fuppo- 
fed not to exift, or to exift in a manner different 
from what they do at prefent. 

Our Author under this Propofition has furnifh- 

ed us with a Reply to thofe who argue for the 
Eternity of the World from the Neceffity of the 
Divine Goodnefs, which is eternal. As alfo with 
an Anfwer to another Sort of Querifts, who de- 
mand, /f God exifted from Eternity, could he not 
have created from Eternity? otherwile would be 
not have been an impotent Being a whole Eternity ? 
There being nothing, as I have elfewhere obter- 
ved, in the whole Extent of our Hey 
more difficult to be refolved than this Queftion, I 
will lay before the Reader what is here advanc’d 
in reference to it. 
“¢ Seeing every Action or Effect, fays this Wri- 
“¢ ter, requires a Caufe, and therefore has a Be- 
“* ginning, and confequently cannot be eternal; 
“* it follows, that God’s not being able to create 
*¢ from Eternity, arifes not from any Defect of 
*© Power in him, but from the Incapacity or ab- 
“¢ folute Impoffibility of the Thing itfelf; the 
“ very Nature of an Effect not allowing it to be 
“* eternal. Befides, to fuppofe a Caufe not prior 
“ both in Order of Time and Conception to its 
“ Effeé, is to fuppofe that to be which is nor, 
6¢ and that not to be which is, 7. e. the Caufe to 
“ be neceffary while there is nothing to be cau- 
“ fed, and the Effe& to want a Caufe, when it 
“© is already fuppofed to be. 

“¢ Tt is urged by fome, adds he, that as Light 
“€ exifted the fame Moment with the Sun, where 
“ is the Impoffibility of an Effect “ coeval 
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“ with its Caufe? An/w. Light is no more the 
“¢ Effect of the Sun, or produc’d by it, than 
«© Extenfion and Solidity are the Effects of Mat- 
“ ter: Each are contained in the Idea and Defi- 
“ nition of its proper Subject, and are rather 
“ Properties and Affections of Subftances, than 
“< any Effects of them; Light being equally ef- 
“6 fential to the Sun as a lucid Body, as Solidity 
“¢ and Extenfion are to Matter, confider’d as con- 
“¢ fifting of folid and extended Parts.” 

VI. Lhe firft Caufe is immutable. ‘This follows 
diretly from what has been already proved. 

VII. This Being muft exift in the highe/t Degree 
of Perfection. Elfe he would be limited without 
a Limiter, 7. e. an Effeét without a Caufe. This 
Infinity of Perfection is to be afcribed to all the 
Powers, Qualities, and Attributes of the firft 
Caufe, as well as to his Nature. 

VII. This Being is Omnifcient. For feeing the 
Natures, Powers and Relations of all Beings de- 
pend entirely on his Will, he muft be confcious 
of them, and throughly acquainted with them. 

IX. Lhe firft Caufe is Omniprefent,; or, he has 
fo perfeét a Knowledge of, and Power over every 
thing in Nature, as to be able at all times to diret&t 
and govern the Manner of its Exiftence. Which 
is all the Prefentiality that we are concern’d, or 
perhaps able to prove. 

X. This Being is infinitely happy. Wappinefs, 
we know, is in this Syftem; and if fo, the Caufe 
of it muft be happy, or there would be an Ef- 
' fe& without, or contrary to its Caufe. And if 
the Caufe be happy, it appears by Prop. VII. 
that he mutt be perfectly fo. 

Thefe feem, our Author fays, to be all the na- 
tural Attributes of our Deity; however, all fuch 
as are difcoverable by us, in the Ufe of our pre- 

fent 
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fent Set of natural Powers. Before he proceeds 
to deduce the moral ones, he enquires into the 
Ground and Reafons of Creation, and of the fe- 
veral divine Aéts confequent thereupon: becaufe 
the Exercife of God’s natural Attributes in pur- 
fuance of this End will be found to conftitute his 
moral ones. This is the Bufinefs of the former 
Part of the fecond Section, which I pafs over at 
this time, becaufe f fhall have an Occafion very 
fhortly of confidering rhe Subject of it more 
largely; only premifing, it has therein been 
prov’d, that infinite Benevolence is that which 
ever determines the Divine Will to Aétion: and 
thereupon the latter Part of the Seétion is em- 
ploy’d in demontftrating the moral Perfeétions of 
the Deity, in this manner: 

Definit. Wi/done implies in its Idea a Purfuit of 
Some certain End by proper Means. Confequently, 
{ince the fole End of the Deity is the Communi- 
cation of Being and Happinefs, Wifdom, when 
afcrib’d to him, muft fignify his chufing fuch 
Ways of acting, as are productive of the great- 
eft Aggregate of Happinefs. 

Prop. 1. God is a wife Being. Knowing what 
is conducive to the Happinefs of his Creatures, 
and having Power to effect whatfoever is fo, he 
muft at all times know and do what is right; 7. e. 
he is a wife Being. 

Definit. 2. Fuftice. denotes an Adjufiment of the 
Relations and Circum/ftances of Things to the Qua- 
lifications and Behaviour of free and intelligent Crea 
tures. 

Prop. II. God is a God of Fuftice. For being 
Wife, Powerful and Good, he will be fure to 
omit nothing which tends to the Happinefs of his 
Syftem; for the advancing and fecuring of which 
he will fo contrive the Parts of it, that every In- 
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dividual fhall certainly reccive, fooner or later, the 
proper Effects of his own Actions. 

Definit. 3. Foline/s is that Difpofition in a Be- 
ing, which caufes it to abhor all Vice and Wicked- 
ne/s. 

Prop. HII. Tis Quality of Holine/s belongs to 
the firft Caufe. Vice and Wickedneis being ef- 
fentially productive of Mifery, are incompatible 
with the divine Approbation. 

Prop. IV. God is a God of Truth. This fol- 
lows from his Goodnels; for as Falfhood tends to 
Confufion and Mitfery, it is utterly inconfiftent 
with a Principle of perfect Benevolence. 

Prop. V. God is a God of Faithfulne/s; or, be 
cannot be worfe than bis Word.* 

Definit. 5. By Providence we mean certain uni- 
form Laws fix’d in the Courfe of Things; by vertue 
of which the feveral Orders of Beings are continued 
in their Exiftence; and perform their proper Offices 
without a continual Interpofition of tbe Almighty. 

Prop. VI. God governs the World by thefe Laws. 
This is evident. We find Bodies determined to 
Motion or Reft in one uniform Method. A 
conftant and regular Connection between certain 
Caufes and Effeéts. The like Powers always 
producing in the fame Cafes like Events. The 
brute Animals invariably guided by their refpe- 
tive Inftinéts; and all Creatures brought into 
Being with all neceflary Means of Self-defence 
and Propagation: fo that nothing is wanting 

which can in any degree contribute to univerfal 


Happinefs. 








Definit. 


* 'This Propofition is followed by a long Demonttration, 
or, at leaft, what was intended for fuch. This Author affects 
to be very circumflantial, or he would hardly have made a 
diftinét Propofition of this, which is fo immediate and un- 
avoidable an Inference from the foregoing one, 
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Definit. 6. Particular Providence denotes fuch a 
Diftribution of things, as correfponds to the parti- 
cular Cafes of particular Men. 

That fuch a particular Providence is exercifed, 
appears from thefe Confiderations: 

1. Man’s Happinefs or Mifery flows either, 
from the natural Courfle of Things, or from his 
own Management, or, lattly, from the Actions 
of free Agents like himfelf. 

2. The Powers of all things being deriv’d from 
God, and their Situation being adjufted by him, 
he muft know what Effects they will produce in 
the days "0800 they belong to 

. Being infinitely intelligent, he muft from 
all ‘Beeraity know every Individual that would 
exift in this Syftem, and what would happen in 

each Part belonging to it; and fo knows the fit- 
teft Space and ‘Time for introducing any particu- 
lar Perfon or Thing, for bringing about any par- 
ticular Event. And being perfect in Power, he 
can predifpofe natural Caufes in fuch a manner as 
to effeét thefe Ends without any fubfequent ex- 
traordinary Influence. 

Our Author owns that this Hypothefis of pre- 
determin’d Caufes is liable to fome Objections; 
but he thinks them not very formidable. I will 
obferve here, that Objections of greateft Difh- 
culty in themfelves, commonly appear trifling to 
thofe who are leatt capable of removing them. 
The Reader may fce by what follows, whether 
the Writer we are now concern’d with is at all 
interefted in this Reflection. 

It may be objected, he fays, to the Scheme of 
pre- -determined Cautes, That Men’s tts proceed- 
ing from their Wills which are abfolutely free, it 
feoms impoffible that God fuould have any Knowledge 
of them. Is this an ealy Objection? How comes 

O 4 it, 
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it, if fo, to have been anfwering for two thou- 
fand Years, and not fatisfactorily refolved to this 
Day? Perhaps that great Atchievement was re- 
ferved for this Author’s Sagacity. This is what 
he has faid in Anfwer to it: 

“ The Reafon why Men, fays he, know not 
«© this or that particular Thing, is becaufe their 
“© Knowledge in refpect of it is limited: But 
“* God’s Knowledge being infinite, extends over 
se all. And 0% th it is no Confequenee, be- 
€- caufe we cannot conceive how God fhould 
“¢ foreknow the Acts of thefe Beings, that there- 
“© fore he cannot. The Modes of apprehending 
¢ and knowing in God are widely different from 
“© what they are in Men; and confequently no 
*¢ Argument can be drawn from the one to the 
6* other. 

2. ** Tho’ we cannot at prefent conceive how 
** God fhould foreknow the free Acts of his 
“¢ Creatures, yet we are certain that he both does 
“ and muft know them: otherwife he would 
*¢ know at one time what he does not at ano- 
“ ther, 7. e. his Knowledge would be limited. 
«© This Argument drawn from God’s infinite In- 
*¢ telligence, for his having in every Point of Du- 
“¢ ration a perfect Knowledge of all future Con- 
*¢ tingencies, carries with it the Force of De- 
“* monftration. If God be allowed to be Om- 
*¢ nifcient, Contingencics muft be allowed to be 
“¢ included in his Omnifcience: If they are de- 
** ny’d to be Objects of his Knowledge, his Om- 
** nifcience is deny’d, and he becomes a Being 
® with a limited Attribute. 

“© The Miftakes that have arifen upon this 
*¢ Head are owing to thefe Terms, Pa/?, Pre/fent, 
“© and Zo comes which being fucceflive Ideas, and 
6 confequently Affections of created Beings, are 


** properly 
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“ properly predicable of them only: To fuch 
“ thefe Aéts may be faid to be paft or future, as 
“© they happen to be done in this or that Period 
‘¢ of their Exiftence, and their Knowledge of 
“© them may in the fame refpeét fitly enough be 
“ ftiled Fore or After- Knowledge. But, to a Be« 
“¢ ing whofe Attributes have no more Relation to 
“ Time and Place than his Exiftence has, Fore 
“¢ and 4fter are very improperly applied.” 

After fo clear and demontftrative a Solution as 
this, ic may be prefumed the World will no more 
be perplex’d about this dark and intricate Que- 
ftion. With the fame Force and Perfpicuity, 
two other Objections are replied to, that gene- 
rally occur to embarrafs this Subject. One of 
them is but the Converfe of that which has now 
been difcuffed, and which I fuppofe had {carcely 
been mentioned, if this Writer did not, as I have 
already obferved, affect a Circumftantiality be- 
yond what is ufual: It is no more than this, Jf 
God forcknows the Aéts of Men, they cannot but be; 
and if fo, they ceafe to be free and indifferent. The 
other relates to the Infignificancy of Prayer up- 
on the Hypothefis of Predetermination. I fhall 
take no farther Notice of either: The Reader 
may judge by what has been quoted, how able 
our Author is to deal with them. 

After all, he is not peremptory, which Me- 
thod of Government the Deity has actually cho- 
fen. Whether that of predetermining things, 
and fo abandoning them to their natural Courte, 
or that of referving to himfelf a Power of pro- 
viding for particular Cafes and Emergencies by a 
particular Influence: fince both Ways are equally 
poffible, and both perhaps equally effective of the 
fame good End. 


The 
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The third Section treats of moral Obligation. 


Our Author begins it with premifing feveral 
Axioms, which may be of Service in giving a 
Solution to fuch Queries as are afterwards ftarted. 
He next briefly takes notice what it is which 
conftitutes moral Agency; and then goes on to 
enquire into the Ground of moral Obligation. 

Moral Agency he refolves into Jntelligence and 
Freedom. No body difputes Man’s being 3 poficts’d 
of the former; and as to the latter, every one’s 
own Confcioufnefs informs him that he is the 
Subject of fuch a Principle. Concerning the 
Ground of moral Obligation there have been 
ftarted different Opinions ; two more efpecially 
have been infifted on and warmly defended by 
their refpective Parties. One deduces it from the 
Relations, Proportions, €?c. of Things, which 
they maintain, have a full obligatory Power ante- 
cedent to any Reward or Punifbment annex’d either 
by natural Confequence or pofitive Appointment to the 
Obfervance or Negleét of them. The other are for 
fetching it from the Will of God, as the only Prin- 
ciple which can make Virtue univerfally binding, and 
the Praétice of it always reafonable. This Taft is 
the favourite Scheme of our Author. The for- 
mer, as he has drawn it, 1s not, I think, any bo- 
dy’s. He pretends to examine both in the Re- 

mainder of this Section; that is, he determinate- 
ly fettles the one and rejects the other. 

The fourth Section is Of a State of Nature, 
of which our Author has drawn up a plain, di- 
ftin&, and inftruétive Reprefentation; in feveral 
Definitions, Axioms, Propofitions and Corolla- 
ries. The fifth Section is concerning Marriage, 
and the Duties of Perfons in that State: This is 
drawn up very concifely, but with fufficient Per- 
fpicuity and Exactnefs. Zhe Duties of Parents 
and 
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and Children are laid down in the fixth Setion; 
and the End, Ufes and Rules of Government are 
fet forth in the feventh: This is at once a ver 
delicate and momentous Subject; many fad Con- 
foquencey flow from wrong Sentiments relating 
to it; of which our Nation has had long and un- 
happy Experience: What our Author has ad- 
vanced upon this Head is every way confiftent 
with the publick Welfare. The eighth Seétion 
is Of Congueft; in which he has abundantly re- 
futed that abfurd and abominable Pofition of Con- 
guerors having an abfolute Right of di/pof: ng the 
Lives and Fortanes of the C onquered according to 
theiy Pleafure: He fhews in what Cafes Conque- 
rors obtain any Right, and by what Meafures that 
Right is limited. The ninth Se@ion is Of rhe 
Duties of Mafters and Servants. ‘The laft Pro- 
pofition here is, That Mafters fhould treat their 
Servants with Tendernefs. This general Truth 
every Man of common Humanity will affent tos; 
but one of the Mediums our Author would prove 
it by is fophiftical. ‘* ‘The Matfter’s Authority, 
“¢ fays he, is neither greater nor lefs than what 
«© the Servant contracted he fhould have over 
“ him; but no Man in his Wits would give an- 
* other aRight to treat him ruggedly, and with 
“¢ Severity, and confequently no one has fuch a 
“ Right.” Now, if by Ruggedly and Severe- 
ly, he means unjuttly, or beyond the Demerit of 
the Servant, he certainly fays tree; but if this be 
not his Meaning, he 1s ‘afluredly in the wrong; 
for every Servant that obliges himfelf to any De- 
gree of Servitude, has given the Matter a Right 
to that Degree of Servitude, and confequently to 
all the Means of fecuring it; and if the Servant 
refufes to fulfil his Contraét, the Mafter has a 
Right (even that which the Servant himfelf con- 
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fented to give him) of compelling him thereto 
by rugged and fevere Methods, if no others will 
operate on him. The tenth Seétion is Of private 
Duties, or thofe re/petting a Man’s felf. Thefe 
are well explain’d and adjufted; and from the pre- 
liminary Axioms and senidedl Propofitions, the 
Cardinal Virtues of Prudence, Temperance, Cha- 
ftity, Fortitude and Patience are very properly 
deduc’d. Under the two laft, fome ufeful Con- 
fiderations relating to Prayer, and Acquiefcence 
under the afflicting Difpenfations of Providence, 
are fuggefted. The eleventh Seétion treats Of 
the Relation of Man to God, as of a Creature to 
the Creator. 

The twelfth Section contains Truths concerning 
a future State. I fhall accompany our Author 
throughout this whole Argument. 

Prop. I. The God of Nature defigned Man for 
another State after this. The fame Motive that 
indueed the Deity to create B at firft, and to 
communicate to him a certain Degree of Happi- 
nefs in this World, will induce him to commu- 
nicate fuch a Degree to him in another, as B’s 
Condué& here has qualified him for there ———For 
an infinitely benevolent Being, as God is, will be 
difpofed to confer on all other Beings all poffible 
Happinefs;, and being infinitely knowing and 
powerful, he will be fure to accomplith his Will. 
The only Queflion then is, Are Men capable of 
fubfifting in another Srate after this? There is no 
Reafon for fuppofing they are nor. If fo, either 
there is a State of Exiftence after this, or there 
is not; if not, it is, becaufe God either will nor, 
or cannot introduce Men into fuch a State; to 
fay the laft, is to deny his Omnipotence ; and to 
fay the firft, plainly contradicts the whole reer 
te) 
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of divine Providence, as well as Creation. It re- 
mains therefore that Man exifts hereafter. * 

Prop. 11. Man’s Happinefs and Mifery in ano- 
ther Life will arife from the different Ways of aé- 
ing be has been accuftomed to in this; or thus, The 
Habits and Appetites Men have acquired bere, will 
neceffarily confiitute their Heaven or Hell hereafter. 

The Manner in which our Author proves and 
illuftrates this, is fo familiar to thofe who ‘até 
vers’d in this Sort of Speculations, that I ma 
forbear tranfcribing any thing he has faid for that 
Purpofe, except his Anfwer to an Objection 
which might probably be oppos’d to his‘Hypo- 
thefis: It is this, °¢ If Man’s future Happine(s or 
“ Mifery arife from his prefent Habits of Virtue 
“¢ or Vice, then it depends not on the pofitive 
“ Will of God, but on the Circumflances and 
“¢ Manner of our acting here, that. we fhall be 
*¢ happy or miferable hereafter; and confequent- 
*¢ ly that we give up our furdamental Principle, 
“¢ into which we maintained that all our moral 
“ Acts were ultimately refolvable, z. ¢. Men pur- 
“¢ fue Virtue, not becaufe it is conformable to the 
*¢ Will of God, who therefore will reward them 
*¢ for it, but becaufe it muft independently on 
*¢ his Will make them happy; Happinels being 
“¢ the neceffary Refult of {uch a Habit and Dii- 
** pofition of Mind.” 


But 


* This Reafoning, or, as it fhould rather be called, pre- 
carious Suppofition, is built upon no folid Foundation. It 
feems to take away the Freedom of the divine Actions; and 
is, as far as I can perceive, contrary to Faét. It is certain it 
can never be proved @ pofferiori, which is our Author’s favou- 
rite Method, That God has conferr'd on any Being all poffible 
Happinefs. Surely it is not fo with refpeét to Man at pre- 
fent; but upon this groundlefs Scheme, it mult be fo with 
every Being, and in every Period of its Exiftence. 
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But to this he replies, ** That tho’ our Heaven 
“* be previoufly acquir’d in fome Degree in this 
“© World, and is the natural Effect of proper Ha- 
“¢ bits, yet, it depends abfolutely on the divine 


“ Will, + whether he will affign us aPlace where | 


“© our Habits and Appetites of Virtue will meet 
“‘ with proper and agreeable Objects, as alfo 
“6 what pofitive Rewards and Punifhments he 
“© fhall fuperadd to them.” 

Prop. LI. Man’s Happine/s in another Life will 
hold Proportion to the Degrees of bis Virtue in this. 
This Propofition [ think is needlefs after the fore- 
going; however, our Author formally proves it, 
but previoufly to that he obferves, ** That Man’s 
“¢ Virtue is not directly as the Moment of Hap- 
<¢ pinefs he produces, but as the Moment he de- 
“¢ fign’d to produce to the common Syftem.” 

Prop. IV. Lhe Habits of Vice and Senfuality 
which Men contratt in this Life, and which confli- 
tute their Hell in the other, will not ceafe atting up- 
on them there; or, the Miferies of the Wicked will 
be eternal. Every thing muft for ever continue 
the fame without fome Change; every Change 
prefuppofes a Caufe; the Caufe of a Change in 
our Appetites mutt be either internal or external ; 
i.e. either the Confcioufnefs that fuch a Change 
will produce in us the Pleafure of the Virtuous, 
or elle the Action of thefe Pleafures upon our 
Minds. The former can have no Place in the 
Mind, becaufe as all Pleafure refults from a Cor- 
relpondency betwixt Appetite and Objeé&, the 
Pleafures of Benevolence can never aé& upon a 
merely fenfual or malicious Mind: Nor can the 
laft afford any Caufe for fuch a Change; becaufe, 
if thefe Pleafures cannot act upon the Mind, fhe 

cannot 


La) 


+ How fo? if it neceffarily flows from the Divine Bene- 
volence, as we have been juft now taught. 
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cannot have any Confcioufnefs of them, as being 
entirely indifpofed to attend to them; and, if fhe 
has no Confcioufnefs there can be no Caufe of 
Change, nor confequently any Change. 

Upon this View of things, our Author fays, it 
is ealy to conceive how the Miferies of theWick- 
ed may have no other Period than the final Ex- 
tinction of the Subject. But whether it be ex- 
pedient upon the whole to annihilate thefle mife- 
rable Creatures, is beyond us to determine. We 
know not how one Syftem is by divine Wifdom 
rendered fubfervient to the Good of another: on- 
ly this we may venture to affirm, that God, as a 
wife and good Being, will always do what is pro- 
duchive of the moft extenfive and unlimited Hap- 
pinefs; and therefore that he will prefer the Hap- 
pinefs of large Collections of Men to that of In- 
dividuals, efpecially when thefe have forfeited all 
Right to his Favour, and their Mifery is entirely 
of their own making. 

The thirteenth and laft Se&ion contains fome 
general Rules of Action. They are laid down in 
a very fcientifick manner under the Form of 4x7- 
oms and Corollaries; and prove, as I think, that 
Morality is not incapable of ftri€t Demonftration : 
Towards the Clofe there are fome Propofitions 
relating to Plea/ure and Pain, which deferve to 
be taken notice of; they are fo clear and evident 
that our Author has given them the Title of Axi- 
oms. 

I. Pleafure and Pain are relative; the former 
arifes from the Gratification, the latter from the 
Difappointment of our Defires. II. The Quan- 
tity of Pleafure a Man enjoys from any particu- 
lar Obje& is in a Ratio compounded of its In- 
tenfenefs and Duration. III. The Intenfenefs of 
Pleafure is ftretly proportioned to the mangers 
oO 
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of Strength with which the Appetite enjoys its 
Objec&. Hence the fame Obje& may be more or 
Jefs pleafant or difagreeable to different Men. 
IV. The Duration of Pleafure depends both on 
the Conftancy of the Object acting, and the Sub- 
ject a€ted upon. It is not indeed neceflary the 
Object thould always be actually prefent, an Idea 
or Refleétion on it in the Mind may fuffice ei- 
ther to produce or continue the Satisfaction. 
V. The Moment of Good flowing from the Gra- 
tification of any Appetite, is as the Degree of 
Good in the Objeét multiplied into the Degree 
of Strength with which the Appetite enjoys it; 
that is, where the Appetite does not rife above 
the Degree of real Good which is in the Objeét, 
always in fome fixed determinateDegree. V1. Since 
all Pleafure, as fuch, necefiarily becomes the Ob- 
ject of our Defires and Purfuits; fo when a pre- 
{ent fmaller is not deftructive of a future greater 
Good, the prefent ought to be purfued and en- 
joyed. And confequently we are left at full Li- 
berty to gratify all our Appetites in a manner not 
inconfiftent with a future greater Good. 

Our Author concludes the whole with fetting 
forth the Office and Bufinefs of Reafon in the 
Condu& of Lite and Government of the Paffi- 
ons. ‘* The Ufe of Reafon, fays he, in the Ma- 
“ nagement of our Defires and Avertions, is, 
6 firft to enquire when they are to be gratified, 
“C and when not; to examine into the Nature of 
“ the Objeé to be poflefs’d; the Variety of Cir- 
“ cumftances that attend the Manner of its its 
¢¢ Confiftency with a furure greater Happinefs, 
«¢ and the like; and then to regulate our Electi- 
“¢ ons, and adjuft our Purfuits accordingly. 

“ The Bufinefs of Reafon therefore is to be a 


“© Check upon the fenfitive Part of our Nature ; 
66 
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not to fuffer our Paffions to govern or become 
Principles of Aétion without her Direétion. 
"Tis true, as he adds, our Paffions are the great 
Springs of Action, and without which we 
fhould not be difpofed to put our Machines in- 
to Motion: But ftill Reafon is to fix the Ob- 
ject, fet the Biafs, and fhew the Way by which 
it may be come at; as well as to reftrain and 
regulate the Affection in its Purfuit: and by 
the due Difcharge of this important Office, it 
anfwers the End of God who gave it. 


ARTICLE XVI. 


Description de L’Egypte, contenant 


Plufieurs Remarques curieufes fur la 
Geographie ancienne & moderne de ce 
Pays, fur fes Monumens anciens, fur les 
Meeurs, les Coutumes, & le Religion 
des Habitants, fur le Goverment & le 
Commerce, fur les Animaux, les Arbres, 
les Plantes, &c. Compofee fur les Me- 
moires de M. De Maillet, ancien Conful 
de France au Caire; par M. P Abbé Le 
Mafcrier. Ouvrage enrichi de Cartes x 
de Figures. 4 Paris, Quay des Augu- 
ftins, chez L. Genneau & F. Rollin, 1735. 


Marcu 1736. P That 
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That is, 


4 Description of Egypt, containing 
feveral curious Remarks on its ancient and 


modern Geography ; its Monuments of An- 
tiquity ; its Government and Commerce 3 
its Animal and Vegetable Productions; to- 
gether with the Manners, Cuffoms, and 
Religion of the Inhabitants : Compiled from 
the Memoirs of M. De Maillet, late Con- 


ful of France at Caire, by M. Abbe le 
Matcrier. Embellifbed with Copper Plates. 


- Quarto. Pagg. 570, befides the Preface 
and Index. 


F all the Countries in the World, Mr. M- 
ferier obferves, Egypt is that which we 
-have the oldeft Accounts, and know the leaft of. 
Its prefent State and Condition have been fo often 
defcrib’d, that it may at firft feem fuperfluous to 
fay any thing more upon fo trite a Subject. The 
French, as he takes notice, are as familiar at Caire 
and Alexandria, as at Lyons or Marfeilles. 

The ancient Cities of Thebes and Memphis, the 
Deferts of Lybia and the Grotts of Thebais, are 
commonT opicks of Difcourfe with them.They are 
as well acquainted with the Wileas with the Seine, 
and the very Children are entertain’d with Stories 
of its famous Mouths and Cataraéts. Every bo- 
dy has feen or heard talk of the Mummies. Ina 
word, fays he, 7o/eph’s W ell, Pompey’sPillar,thePha- 
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vos of Alexandria and the Pyramids, are fo fre- 
quently defcanted on in Converfation, that to 
give any new Information about them, may be 
thought as impertinent as defcribing St. Deny’s to 
a Parifian, or St. Martin’s Sepulchre to an [nha- 
bitant of Touraine. 

But notwithitanding all that Pliny, Strabo, 
Diodorus Siculus, Herodotus, and the facred Pen- 
men have written of Egypt, and the numerous 
Accounts of our Cotemporaries, M. Ma/crier ve- 
ry jaftly remarks, that we are far from having fo 
compleat an Idea of it as we are at firft apt to ima- 
gine, and that there is fufficient ground for receiving 
very thankfully thefe additional Notices of our 
Jearned and judicious Author. M. Maillet wasa 
Gentleman very well qualified for this Province; 
* and had the beft Opportunities and Advantages 
for making thofe Difcoveries with which he has 
here enrich’d the Publick. He was Conful-Ge- 
neral in Egypt feveral Years; and in confequence 
of his Station and Charaéter there, had thofe 
Means of infpecting and being inftructed in a 
great Variety of curious Particulars relating to 
that Scene of Wonders, which mere Travellers 
can {carcely hope for, amongft a People jealous 
and fufpicious of Strangers even beyond Imagi~ 
nation. Befides, the Friendfhip he carefully cul- 
tivated with the Egyptian Chriftians, the Corre- 
fpondence he kept up with the Greek and Coptic 
Patriarchs, with the Abbot of Mount Sinai, and 
the Miffioners that come there to labour in the 

P2 Conver- 


* He has given the World fome other Specimens of his A- 
bility for things of this Nature, in a Treatife concerning the 
Diminution of the Sea, and alfo an Account of thiopia, 
inferted in Father Lodo’s hiftorical Relation of that Country, 
which was printed at Paris 1728, and fince tranflated and pub- 
lifhed in Exglifp. 
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Converfion (as they call it) of the Schifmaticks, 
i.e. thofe who obey not the Roman See, greatly 
facilitated his Enquiries, and enabled him to gain 
an accurate Notion of every thing they were able 
to communicate: and what help’d to improve 
thefe favourable Circumftances to the utmoft, was 
an intimate Acquaintance with all that the Anci- 
ents had written of this Place, and a_ perfec 
Knowledge of the rabian Language, by which 
means he could readily and more acceptably con- 
verfe with the Natives, and read their Hiftorians, 
which he found there in great Plenty. 

Tho’ this Work is chiefly to be afcrib’d to Mr. 
Maillet as its Author, the Materials of it being 
his only; yet we are obliged to the Abbe Le Ma- 
ferier, the ingenious Editor, for the eafy and ae 
greeable Form it appears in. He compiled it 
from the Letters and Memoirs of our Conful, 
which he tranfmitted to his Friends while he ex- 
ercifed that honourable Funétion, or refign’d into 
their Hands after his Return from it. He has di- 
ge{ted the whole into fourteen Epiftles: here fol- 
lows a fummary View of the Contents of them. 

The firft treats of Egypt in general, and may 
be regarded as a neceflary Introduétion to the un- 
derftanding all the enfuing ones. He has here 
not only fix’d its Situation, and determined the 
Bounds and Extent of it, but has fo nicely de- 
fcrib’d the Climate, the Temperature of the Air, 
and the matchlefs Excellency of its Waters, that 
nothing further can be expected or even defired 
upon thefe Heads. The Idea he has afterwards 
given of the Origin and Number of its Cities, 
and of the Genius and Difpofition of their Inha- 
birants, is equally exact and entertaining. It is 
here he begins a Parallel between the former and 
prefent State of this famous Country. 


Nothing 
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Nothing can be more agreeable to all Sorts of 
People than what he has faid in the fecond Letter 
concerning the Nile: ‘The Learned and the Illi- 
terate will both find their Pleafure in it. The 
Naturalift will be delighted with the Intelligence 
it conveys to him of thofe Secrets that for feve- 
ral Ages evaded the diligent Purfuit of the moft 
inquifitive Philofophers and ‘Travellers; thefe are, 
the Sources of a River hid from the whole 
World, while the Stream that flow’d from them 
was the moft univerfally known and admired; 
the Caufes of its annual Overflow, and of the 
fertilizing Property of its Waters. What he adds 
of its Cataracts, the noble Aquedudts rais’d in the 
moft flourifhing Periods of the Egyptian Gran- 
deur for carrying this precious Flood to the burn- 
ing Sands of Lybia, and the Tricks which the 
Priefts have at all Times practifed to perfuade the 
filly Populace, that they could certainly foretel 
and fhew to them the Degree of its future Rife 
or Swelling, is no lefs curious and inftructive. 
But above all, what he relates of the magnificent 
Shews that are exhibited at the grand Feflival 
that attends the Ceremony of opening the Canals 
through which it is diftributed over the whole 
Country; and of the fplendid Pilgrimages which 
are yearly perform’d on it, is efpecially charming. 

After having given us a general Idea of Egypt, 
our Author, in the third Letter, enters infenfibly 
into a more particular Divifion of it. The Ac- 
count it includes of the Cities of the lower Re- 
gion, may perhaps be thought fomewhar dry and 
infipid; however, befides the Information to be 
reap’d from it, it is enliven’d with feveral amu- 
fing Incidents. And it may be prefum’d thar 
thete Articles of it which relate to the Origin of 
Delta, and which defcribe the Lake Sirbon, and 
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the Ruins of the ancient Heliopolis, will find a 
very favourable Reception with the Learned. 
Caire and Alexandria have been portrayed by fo 
many Hands, that it may be thought Rafhnefs in 
a Writer to offer any new Draughts of them; 
et our Author has ventured on it in the fourth 
and fitth of thefe Lecters. As he had engaged to 
omit nothing in his Relations of this Country 
that was any ways remarkable, he could not pafs 
over in Silence two Cities fo renown’d in Story, 
that have fucceflively held the Rank of Capi- 
tals init. What he has done in this Matter will 
not interfere with any thing the Publick has hi- 
therto been furnifhed with upon the fame Sub- 
jects. He has difplay’d Alexandria in all the Sta- 
ges of its Duration; we are fhewn it, as it were, 
in Embryo, in its meridian Glory, and in its firft 
Decay. It afterwards emerges, flourifhes anew 
for fome Ages, and then totally difappears. 

From hence the Tranfition is eafy to the famous 
Pyramids, of which the fixth Letter contains an 
accurate Delineation. Thefe, which Antiquity 
was wont to celebrate as Miracles of Art, remain 
the moft illuftrious Monuments of her Grandeur. 
All our Travellers talk alike of thefe vaft Scru- 
tures, which are look’d upon as fo many ftupen- 
dous Piles that merit only our Aftonifhment. 
Whence (fays our Editor) proceeds this Diver- 
fity of Sentiment about an Obje& which has un- 
dergone fo little Alteration? Is the Tafte of our 
Age fo altered from that which reign’d in thofe 
diftant ones, when thefe Heaps of Stone were re- 
puted Wonders of the Univerfe? It cannot be, as 
he fays, true Beauty is the fame in all Times. But 
the Pyramids, near as old as the World, are vain 
Fabricks with fuch as regard only the Outfides of 
them, and our modern Writers penetrate no far- 
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ther. + To difcern the true Value and Excellence 
of them we mutt fearch into their interior, we 
muft examine into the Ufes for which they were 
erected, we muit contemplate the Plan they are 
form’d by, with the Judgment and Skill of the 
Architect. Thefe are what Mr. Maillet has en- 
deavoured to dive into and unfold. His Genius, 
patient of Labour, and curious, was alone capable 
of accomplifhing fuch a Projet; he was four 
times within the Bowels of the largeft of the Py- 
ramids; he attentively confidered the Conftructi- 
on of all the Apartments of that immenfe Build- 
ing; he ftudied the Intention of them, and has 
given us fo probablean Hypothetis concerning all, 

and made fuch judicious Reflections thereon, that 
it is impoffible to with-hold our Affent if we at- 
tend to the Reafons of it. 

The Differtation upon the Mummies, which 
follows in the next Letter, is no Jefs deferving our 
Attention. The Author in this Cafe, as well as 
in others, not tru{ting to nase (the idle Re- 
fource of fuperficial Travellers) has related no- 
thing upon this Subject which he had not himfelf 
been an Eye-witnefs of. That Part of it which 
regards the ancient Memphis is entirely new: the 
leaft that can be faid in Favour of it is, that Mr. 
Maillet has refleéted a great Light upon Biftory 
by certainly fixing the Pofition of that once 
{tately City. 

Having carried us thro’ De/ta, and given us a 
minute Detail of the Raritics of that delightful 
Situation, our Author in the eighth Letter leads 
us into the Upper Egypt. This is not fuch a Field 

ra for 

+ I fuppofe Mr. Mafcrier knew nothing of Mr. Fobn 
Greaves’s Travels into Egypt, nor had ever feen his incomes 
parable Difcourfe on the Pyramids. It is of great Service to 


a Writer to have an extenfive Acquaintance | in the Republick 
of Letters. 









































































































































236 The Prefent State of Art. 16. 


for Curiofity as the former; it produces not fuch 
a Crop of Wonders either in Art or Nature. The 
Reader therefore is not to attribute the Sterility 
of this Epiftle to any thing but the comparative 
Barrennefs of the Subjeé&t: It would be impofii- 
ble to divert him in any great degree, furrounded 
only with Ruins, Waftes, and Mountains. 

The ninth Letter is a Sort of natural Hiftory 
of the Country 5 our Author is far from recom- 
mending it as a finifhed Piece upon that Head: 
But tho’ he thinks himfelf difpens’d with as toa 
fcrupulous Exactnefs in this Point, he has nor, 
however, omitted any thing which appeared to 
him worth notice, or requifite to a compleat De- 
{cription of the Place. He has propos’d fome 
{pecious Conjeétures concerning the Lotus and 
Papyrus of the Ancients, as likewife the bis and 
Ichneumon. His Diflertation on that Species of 
Marble which is call’d Granite, entirely ends the 
Difpute which the Moderns have entred into a- 
bout the Nature of it. 

To have a compleat Knowledge of Egypt, we 
muft have fome Acquaintance with its primitive 
Religion and Worthip: Almoft all the reft of the 
World borrowed from thence their Divinities 
and facred Rites. The late Writers on this Coun- 
try have been inexcufably negligent in this Mat- 
ter; Mr. Ma wvliet, on the contrary, has been as 
copious and explicit in his Accounts of it. What 
he reports of the Theology of the firft Ages, of 
their imaginary Metemp/ycho/is, of their Sacrifices, 
their Tem: oles, and their Ceremonies, he has ex- 
tracted from the eldeft Authors and the Arabian 
Hiftorians. What he afterwards relates of the 
Religion which now obtains there, is no lefs en- 
rertaining. The Defcription of the pompous 
Circumcifion of Jbrabim Bey, the Vifier of Caire’s 
Son 
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Son is a fine Story. One perceives by it the 
Manner of the Zzrks in their Feafts and Rejoy- 
cings, with the Magnificence as well as Reve- 
rence which they obferve in the Externals of their 
Devotion. We likewife fee in ic the Affcétion 
of thefe People for thofe Governors that treat 
them with Mildnefs and Equity: Juftice and Vir- 
tue are to be found in all Climates, and where- 
ever they are Attendants on Power, they are the 
{trongeft Inducements to Obedience. Letter X. 

The Manners and Cuftoms of a People define 
their Temper and Character; and fhould always 
enter into our Idea of the Country they inhabit. 
For this Reafon Mr. Maillet has particularly en- 
larged on thofe of the Egyptians; he ftudied their 
Propenfions, Inclinations and Condutt, he re- 
flected on them long and ferioufly, and compa- 
ring what the Ancients have left us of thefe 
things with what he himfelf was a careful Obfer- 
ver of, he has drawn fo exact a Piéture of the 
Genius of this Nation, that we fee in it, as it 
were, the Original. Mr. Ma/crier is in doubt, 
whether our European Ladies will approve of the 
Reprefentation that is here made of the Gallan- 
tries of the Egyptian Dames; however, he is af- 
fured they cannot read without Pleafure the Ad- 
venture of Hafan and Fatima. Letter XI. 

The twelfth and thirteenth Letters treat of the 
Government and Commerce of Egypt. There is 
{carcely any body that is ignorant of its prefent 
Conftitution; and the ancient Form of it is to be 
fought for in Hiftory rather than in fuch a Me- 
moir as this is. Our Author therefore contents 
himfelf with fome curfory Remarks on the Mag- 
nificence of its former Kings; on the Power and 
Revenue of the Baffas that the Ottoman Port 
now appoints over it; on the Forces they main- 
tain 
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tain there, €f¢. The Characters he has given of 
the Governors who were fent from Con/fantinople 
during the Time of his Employment will be read 
with Pleafure; and what he has faid concerning 
the Slaves, and the Clemency of the Zurks to- 
wards their Servants, will rectify the Prejudices 
of thofe mifinformed People, who have falfly 
entertained very terrible Notions of the Barbari- 
ty of that Nation. 

With refpe& to Traffick, as Mr. Maillet did 
not undertake to write for the Inftrué€tion of Tra- 
ders, fo he pretends to handle that Matter but 
fuperficially. His principal Aim in thefe Narra- 
tions was to give an Idea of the prefent State and 
Condition of the Arts and Sciences in a Land 
that has always been look’d upon as the Parent of 
them. Inthat View, he has traced their very 
Birth, and having from thence mark’d their 
Growth and Progrefs amongft a People the moft 
polite and knowing in the Univerfe, he attends 
them through all the Stages of their Decay, till 
they entirely vanifh, and no Sparks or Tokens of 
them appear, amongft a degenerate Off-fpring, 
that have loft all Refemblance and Relith of the 
Wifdom of their Forefathers, and are become 
the moft ftupid and illiterate Race upon Earth. 
‘W hat he afterwards propofes for uniting the Com- 
merce of the Mediterranean with that of the Red 
Sea, fhews the Happinefs of his Genius for pro- 
jecting ufeful Defigns, andaccomplifhing the moft 
difficult Enterprizes. 

Thefe thirteen Letters comprehend a compleat 
Defcription of Egypt, and fill up the original In- 
tention of our Author. The Reader, according 
to the Rules of Method, had nothing more to 
expect, and M. Ma/crier apologifes for adding at 
the End of them a fourteenth, which comprifes 
an 
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an Account of the Caravans of Nubia. He owns 
the Subject is common, but he thinks Mr. Mail- 
Jet has retouch’d it with fo many new agrecable 
Strokes, and handled it in fo unufual a manner, 
that it would have been wrong to fupprefs it, 
merely to humour the Criti¢ks, who perhaps will 
be offended with it as an/immethodical Excre- 
{cence. | 

To conclude, the Reader, as our Editor a 
fures us, will find in this Work whatever the moft 
extenfive Curiofity can hope for in it: Learned 
and profound Difquifitions, furprizing and im- 

ortant Difcoveries, ingenious Reflections, agree- 
able Defcriptions, and entertaining Adventures. 
And tho’ feveral Parts of it relate to fuch things 
as have been often infifted on by others, yet even 
thofe are plac’d here in fuch different Attitudes, 
fo much better illuftrated, and cloathed with fuch 
a Variety of Circumftances entirely new, that 
they are as truly Novelties as if they had never 
been mention’d, but were his own original Jn- 
ventions. 


N.B. Zhe Defcription of the Pyramids, with 
fome other of the moft valuable and entertaining 


Parts of thefe Letters, will be hereafter inferted in 
our Republicks. 




















































































ARTICLE XVII. 


An EXAMINATION of the fourteenth 
Chapter of Sir Isaac NewrTon’s Ob- 
fervations upon the Prophecies of Daniel. 
in which that Author's Notion of the Rife 
and Caufes of Saint Worship in the Chrift:- 
an Churches, 1s carefully confidered and dif- 
provd. By Zachary Grey, LL.D. Reéfor 
of Houghton Conqueft zz Bedford hire. 
London: Printed for J. Roberts zz War- 
wick-Lane. 1736. Odtavo. Pagg. 150. 





R. Grey {ets out, in the Beginning of this 
Treatife, with a great Commendation of 
the Perfon he intends to confute; but it is with 
refpect to other Branches of Knowledge than 
that he has here to do with, in which (w nth Dr. 
Middleton) he thinks, that vaft Genius was as far 
inferior to fome others, as he was fuperior to eve- 
ry one elfe in Philofophy and Mathematicks. 
W hat cat ufed the Misfortune of his falling under 
the Doétor’s Animadverfion, was his cenfuring 
fome of the Fathers of the fourth, and Begin- 
ning of the fifth Centuries, as Encourage rs of 
Saint Worfoip: In which Opinion, the Dogor 
hopes, he will not have many Followers, unlefs 
amongit the Papifis, or thofe who are profefs’d 
Enemies 
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Enemies to the Fathers in general, for what Rea- 
fons (he fays) they know beft, nor is it his Bufi- 
nefs to enquire in this Place. 

Our Author thinks Sir J/zac has, in the Book 
we are now queftioning, undefignedly given great 
Advantage to the Papift and Deif?; for Proof of 
which he has quoted two long Paflages from Dr. 
Arthur Young’s hiftorical Differtation of idola- 
trous Corruptions in Religion. But ’tis probable, 
he tells us, that Sir J/zac, had he confidered the 
ill Confequences which might have attended the 
Publication of fuch a Work, would not have left 
fo unfinifh’d a Performance to the Difcretion of 
his Executors, “* who, (as Dr. Young fays again, 
for our Author goes not a Step without Autho- 
rity) “* from a lefs accurate Judgment than he 
“¢ himfelf was certainly Mafter of, might think 
“ it correét, and as fuch, proper to be prefented 
“ to the World ; or, at leaft, would with more 
Attention have reconfidered the Opinions of thofe 
Fathers he has fo unkindly refleéted upon; and 
then ’tis likely, fays the laborious Dr. Grey, we 
might not have met with fo many weak Objeéti- 
ons, unworthy a Man of his Senfe and peu. ning. 
But weak as they are, aided by the San@tion of 
his great Name, they may radia no {mall Impref- 
fion on the Opinion of fuch Men, as are already 
but too inclinable to think amifs of the Fathers ; 
and therefore our Author, who is fo juftly folli- 
citous for their Reputation, does not think ita 
needlefs Undertaking to compile this Antidote a- 
gainft the Venom of them: And notwithftand- 
ing Sir Z/aac has taken the Freedom in his Od/fer- 
vations of treating fome of the greateit Advo- 
cates for Chriflianity, with lefs Relpeét than they 
were certainly entitled to, and not with that 
Candor and Humanity for which, in other Cafes, 

2 he 
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he was fo defervedly fam’d; yet our Doctor takes 
all imaginable Care throughout thefe Remarks to 
pay fuch a Regard to the Memory of this extra- 
ordinary Man, and to treat him with fuch De- 
cency, that his greateft Admirers fhall have no 
juft Ground of complaining. 

His Bufinefs here is only with Sir J/aac’s four- 
teenth Chapter, relating to the Prophecies of Da- 
niel, and whether his Conftruction of the Word 
Mabuzzim in the eleventh Chapter, 38 and 39 
Verfes of that Prophecy, be right or wrong, (as 
it is precarious enough ) is, as he fays, no great 
matter, nor is he concern’d about it. The Dif- 
pute will be about Facts only, about the Truth 
of Hiftory here laid down by Sir Z/aac, with fome 
Affurance, with very little Proof, or, however, 
with very many Mifreprefentations. His apply- 
ing that Part of his Book to the Athanafians, as 
it fhews how far a Man of his great Parts, Learn- 
ing and Abilities could ftretch his Fancy upon 
Occafion; fo it difcovers, as the Doétor fays, at 
the fame time no fmal] Inclination to difparage 
the Orthodox, ina covert Way. 

It was thought by foine, as he goes on, that 
Sir Z/aac might have had an infidious Defign a- 
gaintt the Athanafians in this whole Chapter, but 
it was not proper to take notice of it till Mr. 
Whifton had directly applied it. ‘This Applica- 
tion of Mr. Whi/ton’s is here quoted, to which 
our Author immediately fubjoins, ‘* This is Mr. 
“ TWVbifton’s Application, and how far Sir J/aac 
“ Newton's Premifes and his Conclufion are right, 
<6 IT come now to confider, from a fair and im- 
“© partial State of thefe Facts, which Sir J/aac 
‘“¢ has produced in Support of his Opinion.” 

The reft of this Work, into which I have 


thus introduc’d the Reader, is employed in citing 
2 thofe 
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thofe Paffages of Sir J/aac’s Obfervations where 
thefe Fats are taken notice of, and in volumis 
noufly replying to them. In this laft, our Au- 
thor does not only deliver his own Sentiments, 
but quotes a multitude of Authorities to the fame 
Purpofe, from Dodwell, Nel/on, Cave, Bingham, 
Brett, Gee, Wake, Stillingfleet, Hofpinian, Fa- 
bricius, Dupin, and others; confirming every 
thing he advances, by Teftimonics from the Fa- 
thers themfelves, which are inferted under the {e- 
veral Pages where they are referr’d to. 

I can give no other than a general Account of 
this Book: As it confifts of little elfe but Ex- 
tracts, it would be ridiculous to offer any out of 
it. It was written to expofe the Weaknefs, or 
Inconfideration and Carelefnefs of Sir J/zac New- 
ton, and to affert the Integrity and Orthodoxy of 
the Fathers, againft his infidious and il]- grounded 
Afperfions. Whether the Paffages here colleét- 
ed from thofe venerable old Sages, and the nu- 
merous Suffrages of their Admirers that are all a- 
long intermix’d with them, will an{wer the laft 
View, the Reader is to determine, who it may 
be hop’d will not be of the perverfe Temper of a 
Man that afirm’d, He never read an Apology for 
the Fathers but it increas'd his Averfion to them. 





ARTICLE XVII. 


HERE are fome hiftorical Errors of fuch 
Confequence, that the detecting them is 

a Work of great Service, the Merit of yee 
ome- 
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times reaches farther than the Republick of Let- 
cers. Ose this Sort I reckon that which the Re- 
verend and Learned Mr. Whiffon has lately at- 
tempted to rectify, in a Traé juft publifhed by 
Foon Whifton, Booktfeller at Boyle’s Head in Fleet- 
fireet, entitled, An Enquiry into the Evidence of 
Archbifoop CRANMER’S Recantation: or, Rea- 
fons for a Sufpicion that the pretended Copy of it is 
not genuine. Or, in other Words, that the Form 
of Recantation, printed, publifhed, and given 
out to have been affented to and figned by Arch- 
bifhop Cranmer, was really, wholly, or ‘for the 
greateft Part a Forgery. Previous to the Rea- 
fons for this Sufpicion, our Author inferts a Co- 
py of the Archbifhop’s pretended Recantation, 
as it is fet down in Foxe’s Aéts and Monuments. 
It begins thus: 

“© | Thomas Cranmer, \ate Archbifhop of Caz- 
©¢ terbury, do renounce, abhor, and deteft all 

Manner of Herefics and Errors of Luther and 
“ Zuinglius; and all other Teachings which be 
*¢ contrary to found and true Doctrines. And I 
“ believe moft conftantly in my Heart, and with 
“ my Mouth I confefs one Holy and Catholick 
- Church, vifible, without which there is no Sal- 
“* vation.” The Sequel! of it is an Acknow- 
ledgment of the Supremacy of the Pope over 
the aforefaid Church; of Tranfubftantiation; of 
the other fix Sacraments, and of Purgatory : 
With a Declaration of his believing all that the 
Roman Church taught, of his Repentance for 
his Apoftafy, and of his Refolution of fubmitting 
himfelf abfolutely thereto for the future. 

The Copy of this Recantation in Fox is with- 
out the Addition of any Date, or Sub{fcription 
under the Archbifhop’s Hand, or any Witnefles 


that it was written by him. It is indeed prece- 
| ded 
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ded by thefe Words, ‘* the Form of which Re- 


** cantation, made by the Friars and Doéfors, 
“¢ whereto Cranmer fubfcribed, was this,” where- 
by, fays Mr. Whiffon, it appears that Mr. Fox be- 
lieved Cranmer did {ub{cribe this entire Form. Yet 
does he add after the Form itfelf, what makes it 
probable he did not believe he fubfcribed it him- 
felf, but that his Name was put to it by fome of 
thofe Prelates and Doctors who were then pre- 
fent: For he fays “‘ this Recantation was not fo 
“© foon conceived; but the Doétors and Prelates 
‘¢ without Delay caufed the fame to be imprint- 
** ed, and fet abroad in all Mens Hands. Where- 
“unto, for better Credit, firft was added the 
“© Name of Zhomas Cranmer, with a folemn Sub- 
“¢ {cription. Then followed the Witneffles of this 
“ Recantation, Henrie Sydal, and Friar ‘fobn de 
villa Garcina, Kc.” 

Mr. Whifton thinks it very ftrange that fo fo- 
lemn a Recantation of a Primate of all England 
fhould be publifhed as his own, without any 
other Witneffes than two fuch obfcure Perfons as 
Henrie Sydal, never, that he knows of, after- 
wards heard of, and Friar Zohn, who was brought 
from Spain to pervert the Univerfity of Oxford 
to Popery. 

But to come to more pofitive Arguments: 
This Recantation feems to our Author to confift 
of two very different Parts: The firft is a very 
{mall one, (above cited) and fuch as Cranmer 
might himlelf draw up and fign, as literally Zrwe 
and Catholick in his Opinion: Tho’ it be capable 
of a Popifh Senfe alfo. The fecond Part (of 
which only the Heads are above-mentioned ) is 
about fix times as large; and is fuch, as he could 
not poffibly draw up, nor fubfcribe, with Truth, 
in any Senle whatfoever. Which two Parts are 
Marcu 1736. Q there- 
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therefore to be accurately diflinguifh’d and confi- 
dered in quite different Views. The former is in 
a Language and Stile very like that of the Arch- 
bifhop’s; but the other quite different from it. 

The former Part then Mr. Whiffen fuppofes 
Cranmer did fubfcribe, in hope of Life. He al- 
lows too, he might alfo aflure Dr. Cole, who was 
fent to try if he continued ftedfaft, and infinua- 
ted that nothing would fatisfy the Queen but his 
being and profefling himfelf a true Catholick, 
that ** by God’s Grace he would daily be more 
“© confirmed in the Catholick Faith,” of which 
Catholick Faith he owned himfelf to be at his 
Death. And this our Author fuppofes was all 
that Dr. Cole referr’d to, when he reminded him, 
as he went to the Stake, and which he allow’d, 
viz. “© That he was to exprefs the true and un- 
“¢ doubted Profeffion of his Faith, that he might 
“¢ take away all Sufpicion from Men; and all 
“ might underftand that he was a Catholick in- 
“¢ deed.” All which feems to Mr. Whiflon to re- 
fer to the firft Part only of the Recanration. 

He acknowledges that Cranmer might tran- 
{fcribe fome Copies of the whole Recantation, 
which the Papifts might expofe and give out that 
he affented to; which will by and by be made 
very probable: and for his fuffering fuch Copies 
to go abroad under his Hand he might afterwards 
repent, as the Words he {poke at the Fire would 
incline one to believe. However, that he never 
did either write or fign this whole Recantation 
as confenting thereto, the following Arguments 
will render highly probable.-———I fhall fet down 
the Sum of them. 

1. We have Reafon to conclude fo, from the 
known Character of Archbifhop Cranmer for Sin- 
cerity and Courage. He aflerted the farft at his 
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his Death, when his Adverfaries reproaching him 
with recanting his former Recantation, he an- 
fwered, ** Ah, my Matters, Do not you take it fo. 
“ Always fince I lived hitherto I have beena Has 
“* ter of Falfhood, and a Lover of Simplicity; 
“¢ and never before this time have I diffembled.” 
As to his Courage, our Author gives feveral In- 
{tances thereof; but his refufing to fly, when he 
was advifed thereto upon Queen Mary’s Accefli- 
on, was a moft undoubted Evidence of it. 

z. It may be prefum’d from the remarkable 
Difference there is between the Tenor and Stile of 
the firft Claules of this Recantation, and the reft. 

3. This pretended Recantatton has no Date to 
it. Which yet in fuch nice Cafes does not ufe to 
be omitted. A Form of Recantation propo/ed was 
not to be dated: But a real Sub/cription to it ought 
not certainly to be without fuch a Date. 

4. The main Parts of this Recantation, at leaft, 
were drawn up, not by Cranmer, but by certain 
Papifts: Nor is it at all likely that the fame Per- 
fons who drew up tie firft, wrote the latter, they 
are every way fo unlike to one another. 

y. Thomas Cranmer’s Name in Fox is not at the 
End, as his own Subfcription, but in the Begin- 
ning only; where it was natural for it to be ina 
Form propofed to him. 

6. Another Ground of Sufpicion (and that 
which firft fuggefted itfelf to our Author) is, the 
Obfcurity, and Fewnefs, and Temper of the prin- 
cipal or only Aétors and Witneffes therein, Hen- 
rie Sydal and Friar Fobn. What likelihood is 
there that two fuch inconfiderable Perfons fhould 
be able, and in fo fhort a time, to periuade the 
Archbifhop to fuch a Recantation, as neither Car- 
dinal Pole, nor any of the other Bifhops or Do- 
tors, during his two Years and a half’s Imprifon- 
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ment, could do? And this, as Mr. Whiffon ob- 
ferves, with {uch Arguments as were fitter to af- 
fright an ignorant and timorous Woman, than to 
convince the very learned and courageous Arch- 
bifhop Cranmer. Nor is it eafily accountable, as 
he adds, that neither the Dean of Chrift-Church, 
with whom he had long lived, nor any of his Ca- 
nons, nor any of the Heads of the Univerfity of 
Oxford, where he was, fhould appear to have the 
Jeaft Hand in this whole Affair. 

7. What Cranmer really figned, was not a large 
and publick Recantation; but certain Bills or Pa- 
pers containing only a few Words, in a little Leaf 
of Paper, as Mr. Fox defcribes it: which well a- 
grees to the firft {mall Branch of this pretended 
Recantation, but not fo well to the whole of it, 
which is about feven times as long. 

8. This large Recantation pretended to be 
fign’d by Cranmer about five Weeks before his 
Death, very ill agrees with what Mr. Fox relates 
as happening the Morning of his Execution, viz. 
that “ Friar ‘Fobn brought him a Paper, with Ar- 
“¢ ticles; which Cranmer fhould openly profefs in 
“© his Recantation before the People; earneftly 
*¢ defiring him to tranfcribe the fame with his 
“© own Hand, and fign it.” What Occafion for 
this, fays Mr. Whiffon, if they had already the 
pretended Recantation, under his own Hand, 
printed and publithed ? And ftranger it is what 
follows in Fox, that ** He did it; ”’ and when the 
Friar defired that he would write another Copy 
of it to remain with him, he did that alfo. 

9. It is yet ftranger that he fhoulddo this when 
his tan of Life were now almoft all gone, and 
he had prepared himfelf to recant any fuch Re- 
cantation at his Death, as Mr. Fox informs us. 


 ) 
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10. However, ’tis plainly incredible, that on 
the very Morning of his Execution, he fhould 
write two Copies of the full Recantation, here 
in Difpute, and fign them with his own Hand, 
as the Senfe of his Mind: And yet, ‘ at the 
“¢ very fame time, fecretly put another Paper in- 
** to his Bofom, containing his Prayer for the 
“* Stake, and his Exhortation to the People, 
“¢ when he defigned to declare his Abhorrence of 
*¢ any thing like fuch a Recantation : ”” —— 
Whether the aforefaid two Papers contained the 
entire Recantation ftill extant, and only figned as 
a true Copy of what was propofed to him, but 
he had never confented to ; or whether it were 
no more than the former Claufes of it, which 
he had given out as his real Belief, Mr. Whiffon 
does not take on him to determine, but fufpects 
it was the laft only. Altho’ the Friar, who is 
faid to have procured thefe Copies, and perhaps 
other of the Papifts, were very willing they 
fhould be confounded, as indeed they have moft 
fatally been to this very Day. 

11. Friar Fobn, when Cranmer, at the Stake, 
declared himfelf, according to his Promifes, to 
dye in the Catholick Faith ; but in a Senfe very 
different from what he expeéted ; often cry’d out 
ina Rage, Didft thou it not ? As if Cranmer, {ays 
our Author, did not then own the making fuch 
a Recantation, as he had afcrib’d to him. 

The 12th Reafon I think may be pafs’d over. 

13. The very Writ for burning Cranmer gives 
no Power to burn him, but as pertinaciou/ly hold- 
ing and defending his heretical Opinions. Which 
feems a full Evidence that the Court knew no- 
thing of this pretended Recantation, before the 
Date of it, as it certainly muft, if fuch a one 
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14. Had this Recantation been known to be 
genuine at that time, and antecedent to the burn- 
ing Writ, the Queen could not have fign’d fuch 
a Writ according to Law ; nor could the Mayor 
and Bailiffs of Oxford have executed it. All ec~ 
Clefiaftical Proceedings againft Hercticks {till al- 
lowing of a Recantation and Penance as fufficient 
for the Offenders Prefervation; nor were they in- 
effectual to that Purpofe, tho’ they were not 
complied with but at the very Place of Execu- 
tion. Which alone is little lefs than a Demon- 
{tration that Cranmer never made the Recantation 
that Friar obn pretended he had. 

1s. Which Proof is ftill farther ftrengthned 
by what Bifhop Burnet found in the Council- 
Book itfelf, relating to this pretended Recantati- 
on, wiz. that © on the 13th of March, (almoft 
“6 three Weeks after the Date of the Writ, for 
** burning Cranmer as an obftinate Heretick, ) 
*¢ and eight Days before he was burnt, the Pri- 
*¢ vy-Council were concerned when they heard 
“ Cranmer’s Recantation was printed. Rydall 
“¢ and Copland, two Printers, were required to 
*¢ deliver to Cawood the Queen’s Printer the 
“ Books of his Recantation, to be burned by 
“© him.” Now if it were crue, as Mr. Fox had 
been inform’d, that the Doétors and Prelates 
caufed this Recantation to be printed, as alto, 
that the Queen, before this, had received ir, 
when brought to her, very gladly, how came 
the Privy-Council to diflike it, and order the Im- 
preffion of it to be burnt ? No probable Reafon, 
Mr. Whiffon fays, can be given of fucha Proceed- 
ing, but their knowing it to be a Forgery, and 
proper to .raife a groundlefs Compaffion and In- 
dignation in the People; whenthey fhould there- 
by be made to believe the Archbifhop was be- 
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come a thorough Roman-Catholick, and yet was 
to be burnt as an obftinate Proteflant Heretick. 

16. Dr. Cole,in his Execution Sermon, charges 
him with * having been a moft earneft Defender 

© of heretical Opinions, even to the end of his 
“¢ Life.” And the great and uncertain Expeécta- 
tion of both Proteftants and Papifts what Religi- 
on he would declare himfelf to be of at his 
Death, is as little confiftent with his having fo 
long ago, and that very Morning alfo figned tuch 
a Recantation, as this here pretended. 

17. There is ftill extant a Letter of Cardinal 
Pole’s to him, as fome think, a very little while 
-before his fuffering, which plainly imports, that 
the Cardinal when he wrote it, neither knew of, 
nor expected the leaft Recantation from him. 

18. It does not at all appear, that any of the 
following Martyrs did acknowledge that Cranmer 
ever had made fuch a Recantation. Neither, on 
the other hand, did the Papifts of that time rec- 
kon him as any other than a notorious Heretick, 
without the leaft Intimation in their many Im- 
putations of this kind, that he had ever made 
fuch a Recantation as has fince been fuppos’d : 
Which Silence of both Parties is a {trong Pre- 
fumption that the Faét was not then believed. 

19. Cranmer himfelf, (as Mr. Fox was inform- 
ed) when at the Stake he forely repented of fome 
{mall ** Bills, or Papers, which he owns he had 
«© written with his Hand, contrary to his Heart, 
“© for fear of Death, and to fave his Life, if it 
“ might be, fince his Degradation, wherein he 
“© had written many Things untrue ;” yet did 
he at the fame time, almoft direétly deny that he 
had ever made this long Recantation, charged 
upon him by the Spanify Friar. For when his 
Enemies then objeéted to him his Fal/bood and 
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Diffimulation, in dying, after all, a zealous Pro- 
teftanr, he aniwered in the Words already fet 
down, “* Ah! my Matters never before this 
“ time have I diflembled,” which can by no 
means agree with his having continued in the 
grofleft Hypocrify and Falfhood for four or five 
Wecks before. 

20. If there were not here fome Forgery in 
the Cafe, why was not the Queen’s Retfolution 
to have him burnt notified to him a' few Days, or 
however feveral Hours before he was to die; bur, 
on the contrary, concealed till juft when it was 
to take Effect? Why did the Friar attempt 








to get the two above-mentioned Copies under . 


Craumer’s Hand the very fame Morning, without 
giving him any Hint that he was to die immedi- 
ately? Why was no Friend allowed to come near 
him to fupport or advife him, or to be a faithful 
Witnefs what was then faid or done by him? 
And why did fome cf the Papifts, and particular- 
ly Dr. Cole, as foon as they perceived he declared 
himfelf a Proteftant, cry out, Stop the Heretick’s 
Mouth, and take bim away? Why, fays our Au- 
thor, all this Barbarity, and Hafte and Hurry for 
a fudden Execution, but to conceal fomething 
which was not fit to be made publick; to make 
honeft and fincere Cranmer’s pretended Recantati- 
on itll be thought real; and prevent his clearing 
his Innocence any farther in this Matter. And 
our Author wonders Mr. Fox himfelf did not di- 
{cern the Fraudulency of this Affair, feeing he 
himielf fays, thar “* the Papifis when they could 
“ not alter him by Argument and Difputation, 
*¢ fuborn’d certain Men to allure him by Intreaty, 
*¢ fair Promifes, or any other means to recant. 
“¢ ——~ That the wily Papifts flocked about him, 
“ with threatning, flattering, intreating, 9c. 
** efpe- 
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*° efpecially Sydal and Friar Fobn, to drive him 
*¢ if poflible from ‘his former Sentence to Recan- 
** tation.” 

Laftly, Mr. Whiffon obferves, This Recanta- 
tion may well be fuppofed only a pretended one 
inafmuch as this was not the firft time that Cran- 
mer was {candaliz’d in this manner. He names 
the Initances, and adds, that they who have a 
Mind to compare one popifh Forgery with ano- 
ther, may fee-in Fox fuch another Recantation, 
afcrib’d to the famous Lord Cobham in Henry the 
V’s Time. Only with this Difference, that the 
Lord Cobbam’s feems never to have been fo much 
as feen by him: Which we cannot certainly fay 
of this afcribed to Archbifhop Cranmer ; tho’ 
both, as he fuppofes, equally {purious and jefuiti- 
cal Forgeries. 

Thele Reafons are followed by a Poftfcripr, 
the Bufinefs of which is to enforce them by the 
Addition of four more, drawn from the Accounts 
of this Matter given us by Mr. Sérype, in his 
Memorials of Cranmer, pag. 383.—389. and in 
the III.’d Volume of his ecclefiaftical Memori- 
als, pag. 232.—238. which Paflages Mr. Wh: 


fton had not fecn when he wrote the foreg going 


Paper.—As the Reader may eafily confult the O- 
riginals, and will probably receive no further 
Conviction from any Obfervations that can be 
made on them than he may have already received 
from thofe that have been offered, I {ce no occa- 
fion for my alledging them here. Our Author 
does nor pretend that ali he has offered amounts 
to an abfolure Demonftration rhat the Recanta- 
tion hitherto held to be Archbifhop Cranmer’s 
was (at lea{ft, as to the greateft part of it) a For- 
gery ; but toa ftrong Ground of Su/picion. Nor 
does he publifh this Traét but in order to fet 
more 
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more proper Perfons upon farther Refearches a- 
bout it: Being ftill defirous that what is really 
true and right, may be known by, and prevail 
with, all Mankind. 

There is farther added an Advertifement, con- 
taining a Tranfcript from Mr. Strype *, of a re- 
markable Account of Cranmer’s Death, in the 
Words of a certain grave Perfon unknown, but 
a Papift, who was an Eyc and Ear-Witnefs, and 
related thefe Matters, as it feems, very juftly, in 
a Letter-from Oxox to his Friend. 


ARTICLE XIX. 





The Fourtu Commanpment abrogated by 
the Gofpel: or, The Fourth Command= 
ment’s enjoining the Obfervance of the Se- 
venth Day of the Week, as a religious 
Reft, was only obligatory, and binding 
within the Jewith State. But the Law of 
the Sabbath being deftroyed, the Chriftian 
Inftitution authorifeth the Chriftian’s Ob- 
fervance of the Firft Day of the Week, as 
an Holy Feftival. London: Printed for 
J. Roberts at the Oxford-Arms in War- 
wick-Lane. 1736. OGavo. Page. 68. 









Mr. 


* Memorials, pag. 384. --- 389. 
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R. Caleb Fleming, the Author of this Trea- 
tife, isa Layman, who has the Affairs of 
a large Family to attend, as he informs the Bifhop 
of Carlifle to whom he dedicates it. He was ap- 
prehenfive that fome who were acquainted with 
his, Circumftances and Charaéter might cenfure 
him as having gone qut'of his Province, and mif- 
employed his Time in:this Performance, he very 
politely therefore anticipates the Charge by infi- 
nuating to his Lordfhip and the Publick, that 
he compofed thefe Sheets at fuch times only, as 
he had no Opportunity of doing any thing elfe 
which woulk& have been beneficial to himfelf, or 
thofe that belong to him. 

The Subject he has therein difcufs’d, is, whe- 
ther the Seventh Day of the Week, as enjoin’d by 
the expre/s Letter of the Fourth Commandment in 
the Decalogue, can any way oblige the Obfervance 
of Chriftians; or, whether any fubftantial Rea- 
fons are found in Divine Revelation, or in the Re- 
lation of Things, that will fufficiently juftify the 
Chriftians religious Obfervance of the firff Day of 
the Week, and not the Seventh. And as this is 
a Subject, about which, as he obferves, every 
one fhould be fatisfied, who profeffes himfelf not 
to be without Law to God, but under Law to 
Chrift: He imagines no body can fuppofe he de- 
figned by entring into it, to abet the Intereft of 
any particular Party, neither, he thinks, can it 
appear in any View unworthy the Confideration 
of fuch as are in earneft in Religion. 

As he knows fome valuable Men, who appre- 
hend the general Praétice of Chriftians in this 
Point to be wrong, and are very warm in their 
Oppofition to it, he has in this Difcourfe had a 
more immediate Regard to the Sentiments of thefe 
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Gentlemen, as they are exprefly laid down in two 
modern Pamphlets. + 

He ventures to recomntfend what he has writ- 
ten to the Publick: If he has contributed, altho’ 
in a {mall Degree, to fet the Subject in a plainer 
Light; or, if he has added any thing, to what 
has been already offer’d in Defence of the com- 
mon Praétice of Chriftians,, touching their reli- 
gious Obfervance of the Firf Day of the Week, 
he hopes it will be accepted.. -And.at the fame 
time he earneftly intreats this Favour, that if he 
has ill executed what he has done, it may with 
fome Calmnefs be put afide among the Produéti- 
ons of others, who have alfo miftook their Way. 


+ I fuppofe thefe to be, Mr. Cornthwait’s Refleétions on 
Dr. Wrighi’s Treatife on the Lord’s Day ; and a Traét pub- 
lifhed in the Year 1735, called, The Seventh Day of the Week 
the Chriftian Sabbath. 





